Our monthly meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at O’Malley’s restaurant located at 5080 Alpine
Ave NW at 7:00 PM. Dinner is ordered from the menu at 6:30. Saturday, Sunday and week night rides will leave from
central locations and will vary with the destination. For more information, or to be added to our phone tree, please
contact one of our Chapter Staff. See page 2 for contact information. We hope to see you out there…...Ride Safely.
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Region D Directors
Tom & Sandy Taggart
Ttaggart@frognet.net

District Directors
Chris & Sally Bobek
248-852-8537
chrisbobek@comcast.net

Assistant District Directors
Lewis & Linda Randall
231-972-8742
llrandall@centurytel.net

Chapter G Directors
Jim & Julie Meredith
616-696-3482
Jamesme@chartermi.net

Asst. Chapter G Director
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Chapter G 2006 Couple of the Year
Lyle & Sherry Wright
616-361-6287

Chapter Educator/Rider Education
Len Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

Mail all newsletters to:

Treasurer
Carolyn Wheeler
616-784-6718

Wing News Reporters
Dave & Karen Doyle
616-866-8438
dfdkld@charter.net
Ride Coordinator
| Newletter Editor
Ezra Bostic
| Marilynn Bostic
616-791-4587
Bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

Jim & Julie Meredith
13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs,
Michigan 49319
Secretary
To Be Announced

Web Guru
C.J. Shroll
616-437-0305
cjshroll@aol.com
Phone Tree Coordinators
Lyle & Sherrell Wright
616-361-6287

Greeters and Attendance Takers
Bill and Dorothy Reese
616-984-2588

Public Relations Coordinator

Advertising Department
Harry Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Technical Advisor & Photographer

GWRRA National Website
http://www.gwrra.org

Region D Website
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/

Michigan District Website
http://www.gwrra-mi.org

Chapter G Website
www.mi-gmidnightriders.org

Stop by our website or the District or
National websites to see what’s new.

If you have any suggestions for the
chapter site, e-mail Jim or Len.

Walt & Deb Crosby
Region D COY Year 2006-2007

Pete & Sherry Wright
Chapter Mi-G’s COY for 2006

Bob and Nancy Natter
Michigan Couple of the Year 2006

We are Walt & Deb Crosby, your new
Region D Couple Of The Year. What an
exciting year this has been for us. First
being named Ohio District Couple and
meeting so many wonderful people in our
District. Now Region Couple of the Year,
and an opportunity to visit two more Districts
and that many more great people.

Pete & Sherry long time members of
Chapter G serving as phone tree
coordinators now our Couple of the
Year.

Bob and Nancy were selected as the
2006 Michigan District Couple of the
Year at our 2006 Wingless Weekend.
Please give them your congratulations
when you see them.

To Be Announced

To Be Announced
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Retail Sales & Goodies
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net
Sunshine Lady
Marcia Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

January Schedule
January 7:

Breakfast at Susie’s* at 9:00 AM

January 13:

At 3:00 PM our Progressive Dinner begins at Jim and Julie Meredith’s for the appetizers; next we
travel to Harry and Marcia Emmert’s for the salad; for the entrée we move on to Ezra and Marilynn
Bostic’s; and for the desserts we go to Lynne and Jan Snyder’s. See Map Below!

January 14:

Breakfast at Susie’s* at 9:00 AM

January 21:

At 3:00 PM we planned a trip to Grand Haven to view the ice on the pier. Meet at the Bostic’s
(1492 Kinney NW) at 3:00 PM to form a caravan. After taking those great pictures of the ice (right
now it is difficult to imagine ice and snow since it is 40 degrees today and a little bit sunny!!! If you
don’t want to see the ice and take those prize-winning pictures, you may meet us at the Snug
Harbor Restaurant at 5:00 PM for dinner.
Please RSVP to 616-791-4587 one week in advance.
Parking is available across the street at the Dairy Treat. (No, the Dairy Treat is not open during the
Winter Season.)
On December 17, Ezra received a phone call from Don D. asking if we wanted to ride since it was
sunny and a little bit warm. So, off we went for a ride with no particular place in mind. Then Ezra
came up with a very good idea. Why not cruise to the Michigan Lake Shore and scope out Snug
Harbor. It was a good thing that they were open. By that time, we were freezing and could use a
warm cup of coffee. We asked if they could accommodate approximately 20 to 30 people on a
Sunday afternoon at 5pm. They said that that would be great, just call a week ahead of time to
make the reservations. Their menu contains many good selections. They have sandwiches,
hamburgers, salads, steaks and seafood, and
Mexican food items.
We guess that that was our very last ride of 2006. Unless, of course, the weather turns warm again
after Christmas, and someone calls to say, “Hey, get your motorcycle and let’s ride.”

January 28:

Breakfast at Susie’s* at 9:00 AM

Susie’s is on Knapp NE just west of Fuller NE
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For Sale:

For Sale:

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
Future Rides:
There are no future rides to post at this time.
Please email any rides to the following address:
bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

____________________________________________
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Chapter Director’s Ramblings
By the time you read this, the Holidays will be over, whew! What a great turnout we had for our Christmas Auction.
In spite of the economic conditions, we were able to raise an impressive $1800 for the Santa Claus Girls. Hopefully it helped
to make for a better Christmas for some kids in our area. Thanks again to all who attended and who worked so hard to
make the items for the auction.
Thanks to all those who turned out for our December gathering to see Randy and Fay formally installed as the new
ACD’s for Chapter G. Lew and Linda were there to do the honors. We also had the ADD’s from the Southwest section, Ken
and Kathleen Heibel, in attendance as well as the new CD and ACD from R2, Sandy Law and Teresa Miller. I believe Randy
and Fay will do an excellent job as your ACD’s.
Julie and I traveled to Saint Ignace and met with Dick Barstow. We came away very optimistically for next years
Midnight Ride. Dick has some plans in the works, which could make for a very exciting time at the Casino. The weekend of
our ride is also the anniversary for the Kewadin Casino. Should be lots of folks up there. If you plan to stay at the new hotel
on site, I’d recommend you get your reservations in soon.
Wingless Weekend is just around the corner. There’s still time to get your applications in but you had better hurry.
The deadline for making your reservations at the Sheraton for the GWRRA rate is January 16th. I hear that registrations are
up for this year’s event. You don’t want to miss out on all the fun.
As we discussed at the last gathering it’s time to start collecting for door prizes for our anniversary party. Pay a visit
to all of your favorite places and see what they’re willing to donate. This year’s party should be as good or better than last
year’s, which most agree was a pretty good time. Let’s all step up and help make this a great party. Until we see you again
be safe.

Jim & Julie Meredith

2006 Christmas Party

2006 Christmas Auction

Randy and Fay Vieu
Installed as ACD
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The Co-Riders’ Corner

Chocolate Macaroon Tunnel Cake
Submitted by Julie Meredith
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CAKE INGREDIENTS
1/2 cup shortening
1 3/4 cups white sugar
1 egg yolk
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
4 eggs
2 cups sifted all-purpose flour
1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup cold water
1/2 cup sour cream

COCONUT MACAROON FILLING
1 egg white
1/4 cup white sugar
1 cup flaked coconut
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
VANILLA GLAZE
2 cups sifted confectioners' sugar
1 tablespoon butter, softened
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 tablespoons milk, or as needed

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease and flour a 10 inch Bundt pan.
2. In a large bowl, blend together the shortening, 1 3/4 cups white sugar, egg yolk and vanilla until smooth. Beat in eggs one at a time using an electric mixer. Combine 2 cups
flour, cocoa, baking soda and salt; stir into the egg mixture alternately with the sour cream and water. Pour batter into the prepared Bundt pan.
3. In a separate bowl with clean beaters, whip the egg white until soft peaks form. Gradually sprinkle in 1/4 cup white sugar while continuing to whip to firm peaks. Fold in the
coconut, 1 tablespoon of flour and 1 teaspoon of vanilla by hand using a spatula or wooden spoon. Drop this mixture by teaspoonfuls over the chocolate batter in the pan. Be
careful not to let the filling touch the sides of the pan.
4. Bake for 55 to 65 minutes in the preheated oven, or until a knife inserted into the cake comes out clean. Cool for 15 minutes in the pan, then invert onto a wire rack to allow the
cake to cool completely. Remove cake from pan, and drizzle with vanilla glaze.
5. To make vanilla glaze, mix together the confectioners' sugar, butter and milk in a small bowl, gradually adding milk until the mixture is thick but pourable. Drizzle over cooled
cake.

Please send your contributions to the following email address: bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
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January Rider Education
At the age of 16 I had never been on a motorcycle before, so when a friend offered to let me ride his I said
sure. To make a long painful story short lets just say that I didn’t do nearly as well in real life as my
imagination had led me to believe would be the case. Despite that faux pas, I had felt ‘the wind in my face’
and had been hooked for life. Even though I never wanted to revisit that particular experience again, over
the next several years I really didn’t do anything too proactive in an effort to learn safe riding practices.
Looking back in hind site, I did however, begin to practice several bad ideas/suggestions which were
garnered by listening to fellow riders who were more than likely just as inexperienced as I.
Since becoming a member of GWRRA, Safe Riding information that has been made available to me in one
form or another and in particular through the Rider Education venue has been invaluable. Even though our
sport is an inherently unsafe one, the information I have gotten through GWRRA and the Rider Education
program, I believe, has made me a safer rider than I used to be.
Slow speed maneuvers are difficult. The following information (practiced) will go a long way to helping you
out and making you a better, safer rider. Len.

The following excerpt is from the International Rider Education Newsletter for the Month of October 2006.

Safe Riding Tips
by Gordon Murphy – National Director – Rider Education – Canada
For the past few Newsletters we have been presenting safe riding tips, based on riding principles we teach
in our Advanced Rider Course and in other GWRRA riding courses.
I hope these tips will be of some help. To get more information regarding these tips and to practice them
under controlled conditions, enroll in an ARC or ERC course at your next available opportunity.
Slow Speed Riding. Proper balance. Riding a motorcycle at slow speeds is much more challenging most
times than riding at speed on the highway. Slow speed riding and turning requires:
Proper balance. The rider should be comfortably seated, knees tucked into the tank, firmly – but not too
tightly – holding the handgrips with all four fingers.
Good clutch – throttle control. The rider should always maintain good, smooth throttle control. The clutch
varies the power to the rear wheel while the throttle controls the engine power.
During slow speed maneuvers, the throttle should be on, with sufficient fuel to reasonably propel the
motorcycle. The rider’s wrist should be relatively flat to avoid pulling back on the throttle. The clutch should
never be all the way in or all the way out but would vary depending on the required speed. The rear brake
would be tapped slightly, as necessary, to slow the motorcycle before turning.
Look into the turn. The rider should turn his/her head in the direction of the turn. The secret to doing
good, smooth slow speed riding is keeping good balance, maintaining good clutch / throttle control with
strategic braking, using smooth steering inputs and looking in the direction of the turn. In tight cornering or
circles, it may be appropriate to use counter-positioning, i.e. moving the body to counter-balance the lean
angle of the motorcycle
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Women’s Purses
Have you ever noticed gals who sit their purses on public restroom floors - that go directly to their dining tables? Happens a
lot! It's not always the 'restaurant food' that causes stomach distress.
Sometimes "what you don't know 'will' hurt you"! Read on...Mom got so upset when a guest came in the door and plopped
their purses down on the counter where she was cooking or setting up the buffet. She always said that purses are really
dirty, because of where they have been. Smart Momma!!!
It's something just about every woman carries with them. While we may know what's inside our purses, do you have any
idea what's on the outside?
Shauna Lake put purses to the test - for bacteria - with surprising results. You may think twice about where you put your
purse. Women carry purses everywhere; from the office to public restrooms to the floor of the car. Most women won't be
caught without their purses, but did you ever stop to think about where your purse goes during the day?
"I drive a school bus, so my purse has been on the floor of the bus a lot," says one woman. "On the floor of my
car, probably in restrooms."
"I put my purse in grocery shopping carts, on the floor of bathroom stalls while changing a diaper," says another woman
and of course in my home which should be clean."
We decided to find out if purses harbor a lot of bacteria. We learned how to test them at Nelson Laboratories in Salt Lake,
then we set out to test the average woman's purse. Most women told us they didn't stop to think about what was on
the bottom of their purse. Most said they usually set their purses on top of kitchen tables and counters where food is
prepared. Most of the ladies we talked to told us they wouldn't be surprised if their purses were at least a little bit dirty.
It turns out purses are so surprisingly dirty, even the microbiologist who tested them was shocked. Microbiologist Amy
Karren of Nelson Labs says nearly all of the purses tested were not only high in bacteria, but high in harmful kinds of
bacteria. Pseudomonas can cause eye infections, staphylococcus aurous can cause serious skin infections, and
salmonella and e-coli found on the purses could make people very sick. In one sampling, four of five purses tested positive
for salmonella, and that's not the worst of it.
"There is fecal contamination on the purses," says Amy.
Leather or vinyl purses tended to be cleaner than cloth purses, and lifestyle seemed to play a role. People with kids tended
to have dirtier purses than those without, with one exception. The purse of one single woman who frequented nightclubs
had one of the worst contaminations of all. "Some type of feces, or even possibly vomit or something like that."
So the moral of this story - your purse won't kill you, but it does has the potential to make you very sick if you keep it on
places where you eat. Use hooks to hang your purse at home and in restrooms, and don't put it on your desk, a restaurant
table, or on your kitchen countertop. Experts say you should think of your purse the same way you would a pair of shoes.
"If you think about putting a pair of shoes onto your countertops, that's the same thing you're doing when you put your purse
on the countertops" - your purse has gone where every individual before you has spat, coughed, urinated, emptied bowels,
etc! Do you really want to bring that home with you?
The microbiologists at Nelson also said cleaning a purse will help. Wash cloth purses and use leather cleaner to clean the
bottom of leather purses.
Submitted by Fay Vieu
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Letter Sent to the Santa Claus Girls
The following letter, composed by Carolyn Wheeler, was sent to the Santa Claus Girls after our
Christmas Auction in December:
Dear Santa Claus Girls;
Michigan Chapter G of the Gold Wing Road Riders Association hosts two charity fund raisers a year. The first, The Midnight Ride, has for
21 years raised thousands of dollars for diabetes research. More recently the money raised has gone to the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation.
The other fund raiser is held every December and is a charity auction with the proceeds donated to organizations, families, senior citizens
or other individuals who have come to our attention as needing a little help to make life easier.
Members of our chapter, and our neighboring chapters, spend months baking, sewing, crocheting and wood working to create beautiful
items to donate to this auction.
O’Malley’s Restaurant on Alpine Avenue in Comstock Park is normally closed Sunday mornings. Except for the morning of our auction,
when the restaurant is generously opened, free of charge to our chapter for this auction. O’Malley’s staff donate their time to prepare and
serve a nice buffet breakfast for us, adding a pleasant touch to the auction.
Our auctioneer, Larry Roberts, and his wife Janet, have donated their time and talents to us for several years. As Larry and Janet have
also ridden with many of us over the years, their special charm adds a wonderful dimension to the fun we all have at this event.
As a result of the generosity of this rather small group of people we are pleased to donate the proceeds of this years auction, $1800, to
the Santa Claus Girls, our chosen charity for this year.
We know that this donation will help the Santa Claus Girls continue to make Christmas a special time of year for many youngsters and
their parents.
Sincerely,
Your Friends in Fun, Safety, and Knowledge
The Chapter Members
Michigan Chapter G
Gold Wing Road Riders Association

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***

Chapter G Adopted A Soldier

We are planning to send another package to Brian in January. Please bring your items to our next
General meeting on January 11. Thank you everyone who has donated items for Brian
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Susie’s Cafe
Gourmet Coffee

Breakfast Server all day
Fresh Baked Donuts
Grilled Sandwiches
Homemade Soups & Salads
Ice Cream
Wireless Internet
363-1530
1120 Knapp NE Grand Rapids
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Come visit us at West
Shore
Motorsports let us show
you why we’re the best...
2371 Henry St. Muskegon Mi. 49441
Call 1-800-962-0979
Or 1-231-759-0979

GWRRA MI-G
Jim & Julie Meredith
13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs, Mi. 49319
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