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 😏   Remember, there are rides possible after each event (weather permitting)…
For any weather caused changes, please check the online calendar on our web site. 
http://www.gwrra-mi-g.org

Do you have suggestions for rides in Michigan that we haven’t gone on in a while?  These rides 
could even be an over night…  Help us develop a very exciting riding calendar for 2021.   

Wed.	Jan 6	 07:00 PM

Chapter G Team/Gathering Zoom Meeting.  You’ll also get an email.

Click to join

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85697484659 

Waiting room opens at 6:45


Because of Covid-19, facility closures, and a wish to 
stay safe, there is only a Zoom meeting this month. 

District and Chapter Events 
http://gwrra-mi.org/district-and-chapter-events/ 

National GWRRA Event Calendar 
  http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2018%20Flyers/2018%20GWRRA%20Events.pdf 

Fine Print
There has always been an issue about starting times.  When the time states 8:30, about 3/4 of the participants show up at 8:00.  Now, if we state the 
start time is 8:00, will the same participants show up at 7:30?  THAT is the big question and is up to debate.  Your input is important here…🤔



MI-Chapter G
Chapter MI-G
Director’s News
Rodney DeJonge/Dar Koza
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 RODAR’S CORNER
Not much happened in December because of another lockdown😔 We cancelled our Christmas party 
and Gathering and ended up with a Zoom meeting on the 9th with 17 people. We had a discussion 
about Rainbow tickets and what charities we were going to donate to this year. Back in 2018 we 
talked about donating to the Home for Veterans and Gilda’s Club every year because we all know a 
Veteran and someone with/has or had cancer. We brought donated items to the home in 2018 and 
sent a check to Gilda’s for $250. In 2019 we couldn’t go to the Veterans home because they were 
working on it, so we sent a $300 check for one of their programs and we sent $150 to Gilda’s. This 
year 2020 we’re changing it up again and donating $300 worth of socks to Mel Trotter to donate to the 
homeless people. 

Rainbow tickets are available. Send an email to Howard Stob to let him know how many you want 
and we will get them to you. We have until August to sell them. They are still $1 each or $10 for a 
book of 10. Hopefully we’ll be able to set up a table somewhere in 2021 and sell them too. So far our 
chapter has sold close to 600 tickets out of 1000. Way to step up ChG.

On December 10 the temperature got up to 53 degrees, so 
Rodney and I got on the bike and put 60 miles on by riding 
down to the Yankee Springs area. We were able to get a ride in 
at least once every month in 2020🤗

Saturday, the 12th, Rodney and I drove down to Schoolcraft to 
the B & G Discount store. Eric gave us 240 pairs of socks at his 
cost and we also picked up 36 hats. Howard, Chris, and John 
met us at Mel Trotter on the 19th to bring them our donation 
from the chapter. A big thank you to Eric and ChG☺

Woke up to snow on the ground on Christmas Eve morning 
after 53 degrees just the day before😳 I myself always like a 
white Christmas. This one was a little different to say the least. 
No breakfast at Denny’s or movie at Celebration Cinema.
We did have a nice dinner with 12 of us from Rodney’s family. Hope everyone was able to find ways 
to get together.

In the District Newsletter there is a form to fill out for Wingless Weekend, March 5 and 6. It will be in 
Chelsea MI again this year. Theme is Hawaiian Luau. Early bird registration must be postmarked by 
January 15, 2021. Really hoping that this will be able to happen😁

LOOKING FORWARD TO A HAPPY AND HEALTHY 2021🤗
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MI-Chapter G
Chapter Skill Enhancement Advisor
BOB UNGREY

MOTORCYLE HELP DESK? 

Do you Know every thing about your Goldwing motorcycle?   I ask this question because most if 
not all of us can answer this question as no I don't!   What are some ways we can find out those 
questions that arise when we encounter a problem or have a question about our beloved 
Goldwing.   How about opening up your latest Wing World and going directly to the "Workbench" 
section.  


I think most of us upon receiving our latest issue, go directly to this section to read the various 
problems and possible solutions to those questions.   I know upon joining GWRRA and having 
purchased my 2006 Goldwing 1800 trike, I did have a few questions about the performance of my 
bike.   There was a clunking sound when shifting from first gear into second.   I did write into 
GWRRA Workbench and even received a response back.   It stated I was not shifting using the 
clutch to shift into gear properly.  Since this was my first Goldwing, it made since that I just needed 
more practice in the proper operation of the bike.  Great help, it did help.


Another great help is the members of our Chapter G guru's.  I use this term loosely, but lets face it, 
we do have a number of members that can help us not only answer our questions, but will go out 
of their way to help us resolve our issues.  You all know that when it comes to the putting a wrench 
in my hands, I'm totally lost.  


I never was one to get my hands dirty, I'll admit that.   I'm more of a pencil pusher that a hand on 
person to their their bike apart.   I found that out when Rodney and Bob T. helped me, or I should 
say they replaced my air filter, oil filter and oil.   After a million parts, brackets, washers and other 
parts that I didn't know the names of, they were able to put every part back on and yes there were 
no left over screws or anything else.


Crossing our fingers, or at least I did, upon turning the key on, everything worked as it should.  No 
blinking lights or codes, just a smooth sound coming from the engine.   Upon tearing done 
everything, we did find some items that needed to be replaced or parts ordered.  I had to get a new 
front fender, the tabs were broken and also the brackets that hold the fender on.   As we all know 
too well anything on a Goldwing to replace just add $100.00.  


Anyway I did order the correct parts, but I assure you that had to be over a hundred of items laying 
on the floor.   I'm sure Dar could have helped as it was like putting a 10,000 piece puzzle together 
from scratch.  


Continued on next page…
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MI-Chapter G
Chapter Skill Enhancement Advisor
BOB UNGREY

continued…

MOTORCYLE HELP DESK?


I'm sure the donuts helped in getting the "boys" to help me in this project.   In the past I've 
always taken it to a dealership to have any work done, but here again, at least $100.00 plus 
to get anything done.   After talking with some of our Chapter member's, it was made very 
clear that doing the work ourselves could save a member a lot of money. That proved to be 
very TRUE upon doing the work ourselves. 


I can't say Thank You enough to the members of Rodney's Garage, to include Rodney, Bob 
T., Dar and the gallery of Lynn, Jan, Scott and Howard taking time on a rather cool Saturday 
morning to help in getting Plum Lucky back into tip top condition.  


Wow what a Chapter we have!   Look to our members if you have questions, need help in 
replacing a part, normal maintenance or any other issues you may have, Chapter G is here 
to help.   Guess what, a Thank You is all they ask for their help and assistance.   See what 
belonging to GWRRA, Chapter G can do for their members.  


Until next month, to our Winter riders, be safe and stay warm, we who are hibernating will  
ride with you in the Spring.


Bob Ungrey

Chapter G/CSEA
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MI-Chapter G
Getting to know you…

Bob Toedebush

1. What is one thing you love doing around the house?
Renovating / decorating / landscaping

2. If you could join any past or current music group which would you want to join?
Bob Seger   (Turn the page was our wedding song in 1980)

3. You’ve never been there before, so where in the USA would you want to visit and why?
Grand Canyon - just one of many parks that will be on our bucket list to come.  

4. What's the most unusual thing you've ever eaten?
Not too curious in this arena.   

5. What's the most daring thing you've ever done?
Parasailing in Traverse City and landing on the beach.

6. If you ever had an unusual pet, what was it?
None here.

7. What was/is your career vocation/job?
Industrial Distribution.  -  bearings, power transmission, sprockets, chain, gearboxes, etc.  help 
keep factories up and running. 

8. What is the best gift you have been given?
Our children

9. What did you want to be when you were young?
Professional baseball player

10. What celebrity would you like to meet at Starbucks for a cup of coffee?
Rush Limbaugh 

11. If you could choose to do anything for a day, what would it be?
Cruise Ship Captain in the Bahamas 

12. If you could learn to do one thing, what would it be?
Heating and cooling tech.  Understanding the mechanics behind the machinery.

  13.  What do you most look forward to?
Retirement with my wife and traveling with no time frames or restrictions. 

Next month: Jane Ungrey
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MI-Chapter G
District Educators
Dennis & Felicia Schulte

Buh-bye 2020 

We’ll never forget you.  Since we are hoping Santa brings you a new helmet for Christmas, let’s share 
some information about helmet safety.  

We attended a seminar given by the Snell Foundation at the last Wing Ding, learning many things 
about safety and helmets.  This nonprofit organization was created in 1957 after William “Pete” Snell, 
sports car racer, died in 1956 while wearing a helmet.  The racing helmet he was wearing did not 
protect his head, and his friends searched for scientists who would help them understand what went 
wrong.  As these things can do, the analysis of this accident resulted in thousands of us living safer 
lives.  The research and the testing became part of a larger project; standards to improve the 
effectiveness of helmets.     

We signed up for their emailing list, and wanted to share a new Snell video as a very short safety 
reminder https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAQoP9vOFQs.  Please do not attempt any of the 
maneuvers shown.  
  
Hong Zhang is the Director of Education at the Snell Foundation, Inc.  The foundation is currently 
using Zoom to educate the public about motorcycle safety.    

The United States Department of Transportation, or DOT, has set safety standards that motorcycle 
helmet manufacturers must adhere to and helmets that meet or exceed these standards are known as 
"DOT certified" helmets. The additional protection a DOT certified helmet offers can help 
motorcycle riders avoid serious injury or even death in the case of an accident. You can easily 
distinguish a DOT certified helmet during a quick examination of the helmet.   

Continued on next page…
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MI-Chapter G
District Educators
Dennis & Felicia Schulte

con$nued	from	previous	page…	

Buh-bye 2020, 

But it’s probably not what you’re looking for—a DOT sticker on the back of the helmet 
means nothing.  This sticker alone does not guarantee the helmet is DOT certified, as 
counterfeit DOT stickers on nonconforming helmets are common including the ones we used 
to receive when renewing GWRRA membership.  The mandated sticker reads DOT FMVSS 
No. 218 Certified and lists the helmet’s maker and numerical size. 

Instead, check the liner.  All DOT certified helmets must have an inner liner about one-inch 
thick.  If you only feel a thin sheet of foam or no liner at all, it is not safe nor DOT certified.  
Chinstraps also should not feel as if they would break with a hard pull.  All DOT-certified 
helmets have tough, sturdy chinstraps that won't break or become loose while riding.  If your 
helmet seems too light, it probably is.  Unsafe helmets typically weigh one pound or less, 
according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. A DOT certified helmet 
typically weighs about three pounds. 

Also, anything that protrudes from the helmet more than one-fifth of an inch is not DOT 
certified.  And, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration claims it has yet to see a 
full-face protector on a non-DOT certified helmet. 

Happy holidays to all, 
Dennis and Felicia Schulte 
MI-DE
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MI-G Ride Coordinators 
Ezra & Marilynn Bostic 

MI-Chapter G

As of this writing, England has just shut down for the Holidays due to a Covid 
variant spreading very quickly. And around here, most meeting facilities are 
closed until mid January. It’s hard to schedule anything.  We would love to do 
some real planning for rides this new year.  We talked about riding the Blue 
Ridge.  We talked about riding Rt. 66. Even though they’re scheduled, we don’t 
know if Wingless Weekend in March will be cancelled or not.  We don’t know if Wing Ding in 
Missouri will be cancelled.  We miss face to face planning so we can share some good ideas.

Talk about riding, some of us have done some real good riding in December, most on a spur of the 
moment.  If the roads and temperatures allow, and you want to get a little riding in, give a call for 
others to join. 

We should be grateful for our Zoom meetings which at least let us get together on our computers 
and phones.  

THANK YOU.   THANK YOU     THANK YOU

We would like to thank all of the doctors, nurses, hospital staff, police staff,  fire staff, all of the 
people who created the vaccines, delivery people for going above and beyond the call, risking their 
own lives for those ill and the hardest part of this losing the battle.  Our prayers are with all of you!! 
Let’s hope that we all have the chance to get vaccinated against this pandemic and at least have a 
better riding year than last year..  

We hope that everyone had a very nice Christmas.  May you have a safe and Happy New Year. May 
this year of 2021 bring the needed healing. Meanwhile, wear a mask, wash your hands, use social 
distancing.

Ezra and Howard ride in December to deliver 
Rainbow Tickets
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MI-Chapter G

Birthdays & Anniversaries

January Birthdays
02    Jan Snyder
11    Ann Byxbe 
12 Marilee Sironen
14 Linda Hake
20    CJ Shroll
30    Carolyn Wheeler

Cranes Pies in Fennville are open for take out for your celebration
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2021 National, District, and Chapter Events

Event CHAPTER DATE LOCATION TIME

January

February

Ohio Cabin Fever Ohio District Feb 11 Salt Fork Lodge, 
Ohio

March

Wingless Weekend Michigan District Mar 5 Chelsea, MI

Blarney Bash Chapter J2 Mar 13

April

Anniversary Party Chapter G Apr 17

Mall Show Chapter J Apr 22 - 25

May

Spring Officer’s Meeting Michigan District May 15 TBD

Indiana Spring Warm Up Indiana District May 21 - 22

June

Campout Chapter Z June 4 - 6

Biker Bash Chapter V June 4 - 6

Fun Run Chapter E June 5

Ohio Buckeye Rally Ohio District June 17 - 19

Wing Ding National June 30 - July 3

July

Campout North Section July 23 - 25

August

Raffle Tickets Due Michigan District Aug 1

Rally Prep Michigan District Aug 7 TBD

Michigan District Rally Michigan District Aug 19 - 20 St. Louis Michigan

September

Campout Chapter V Sept 16 - 18 Ludington, MI

Anniversary Party Chapter Y Sept 7

October

Anniversary Party Chapter V Oct 9

December

Christmas Party Chapter C Dec 4
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Michigan District Wingless Weekend

March 5th & 6th 2021
Comfort Inn & Village Conference Center
1645 Commerce Park Drive - Chelsea, Michigan

(734) 433-8000
Theme:   Hawaiian Luau

Wingless Weekend Registration Form Please Type or Print CLEARLY

Riders Name GWRRA # Renewal Date

Co-Riders Name GWRRA # Renewal Date

Address:

City: State or Prov. Zip Code

Telephone #:  E-mail: Chapter:    

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY January 15, 2021

 EARLY BIRD DRAWING  -  One Couple Will Win 2 Free Registrations To The 202ϭ District Rally in ^d͘�>ŽƵŝƐ, MI

All Registrations MUST Be Postmarked On or Before February 15th 2021     Registration Limited to 250 Persons v No Onsite Registrations.

GWRRA Member    X   $15.00  CDs & Life Members X $10.00 Non-GWRRA Member: X $20.00

Registration total:

Dinner Buffet: $30.00 Includes Gratuity - Buffet: Chicken Boursin & Beef Bourgingnon Banquet total:

Payment Method: Check or Money Order:
Money 
Order #

Check 
Number

TOTAL DUE:   

Rider Signature:   Date:   

Co-Rider Signature:   Date:   

Refunds After February 15th By District Director’s Authorization Only.     Please Do Not Reduce Or Alter This Form 

Make Check Payable To:  GWRRA DISTRICT-MI 

Mail Payment To: Eddie McDougle GWRRA DISTRICT-MI Treasurer   - 17515 Louise - Southfield, Michigan  48075 

I/We Do Agree To Conform And Comply With The Ideals Governing This Rally, And I/We Further Agree To Hold Harmless 
GWRRA, C0-Sponsoring Organizations, And / Or Any Property Owner (s) For Any Loss Or Injury To Self Or Property In 
Which I/We May Become Involved By Reason Of Participating In This Rally. I/We Also Agree To Assume Responsibility For 
Any Property Which I/We Knowingly Damage. I/We Have Read This Entire Form. 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ARRANGING YOUR OWN ACCOMMODATIONS 
Special Rates at Comfort Inn & Suites:  $ 99./NIGHT  + tax Two Queen Beds (or 1-King if available) 

(All Rooms Include Hot Breakfast  Buffet)   MENTION "GOLD WINGS ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION" FOR  $99 ROOM RATE 
To reserve Your Room, You MUST call 1-734-433-8000 to make your reservations. 

Special Hotel Rates Are In Effect Until February 3, 2021         Limited Rooms available. 

For Special Dietary 
Requirements, call Ken at 

(517) 902-9893ii

u u

ϵ
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MI-G    TEAM  CONTACTS
MI-Chapter G

Chapter G Directors
Rodney DeJonge/Dar Koza

616-970-3849
kozadarlene@yahoo.com

Chapter G ACD
Newsletter Editor

Howard Stob
hstob@me.com

616-469-0098

Chapter G Treasurer
Jim Hake

jfhake@ameritech.net
616 773-9670

Chapter Ride Coordinators
Ezra & Marilynn Bostic

bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
(616) 791-4587

Advertising Dept
TBA

Chapter Skill Enhancement Advisor
Bob Ungrey

616 784-6563
bobungrey@ymail.com

Web Guru
C.J. Shroll

616-437-0305
cjshroll@aol.com

Chapter Photographer
Dar Koza

616-970-3849
kozadarlene@yahoo.com

Attendance
MEC

John Smith
616-443-5720

 jsmith7073@att.net 

Phone Tree Coordinators
Pete and Sherry Wright

616-361-6287
SherryWright60@yahoo.com

Chapter G
2020 Couple of the Year
Harry & Marcia Emmert

616-363-2159
emmert.sr@comcast.net

Chapter G Digital Brag Book
Sunshine Lady

Jane Ungrey
616-784-6563

bobungrey@ymail.com

Greeters
Harry & Marcia Emmert

616-363-2159
emmert.sr@comcast.net

50/50
Ezra & Marilynn Bostic

bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
(616) 791-4587

Events Coordinator
TBA

Chapter G Website
http://www.gwrra-mi-g.org
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MI-Chapter G
Michigan District Team

KEN & PATTI KINTNER  
Michigan District Directors  
ken@vplenawee.com  
patti@vplenawee.com  
Phone: 517-902-9893 


JEFF & TERRI CURTIS  
Assistant District Directors  
Southeast Section 
Jeff –517-740--1736 

Terri 517-536-4190 

curtisjtdj@yahoo.com 


ROB & PAM ROBINSON  
Assistant District Directors  
East Central Section 
Rob’s Phone: 248-255-5859  
bjr365@comcast.net 
Pam’s Phone: 248-255-5860  
pjr365@comcast.net  

PHIL & CHAR SMOCK  
Assistant District Directors  
North Section 
Phone: 989-737-6533  
pcsford@yahoo.com  

RANDY & CHERYL WIGGINS  
Assistant District Directors 
West Section  
cwiggi@comcast.net 

Phone: 231-557-4792  

DENNIS & GAYLE JISA 
Membership Enhancement Coordinators  
wingcoy@chartermi.net 
Home Phone: 248-627-6320 
Cell Phone: 248-330-3245 


SUE HARTLEY  
District Sunshine Person  
shartley000@gmail.com  
Phone: 313-608-9100  

Dave and Carolyn Frazer  
Couple of the Year 
Goodie & Safari 2021 Books  
dfrazer3397@charter.net  
Phone: 989-662-3397  

DENNIS & FELICIA SCHULTE  
District Educators  
michridered@gmail.com  
feliciaks@comcast.net 

Phone: 989-269-3998 


RICK & JOY HEBNER 
District University Coordinators 
Rick, rickheb@hotmail.com 
Home: (989) 667-5752 Cell: (989) 274-8202  
Joy, joyful57@hotmail.com 
Cell: (989) 245-7926 


BRENT & SANDRA BLACKBURN  
District Ride Coordinators  
brent.a.blackburn@gmail.com  
sandra.e.blackburn@gmail.com  
Phone: 248-627-5714 


EDDIE & CHARLENE McDOUGLE  
District Treasurers  
mcdouglemidt@gmail.com 
Phone: 248-559-6239  

GARY & CAROL WILLIAMS 
District Motorist Awareness Program Coordinators  
C.O.Y. & I.O.Y Coordinators 
Medic First Aid Coordinator  
spankyncarol@juno.com 
Phone: 517-262-0896 


NEIL FEIKEMA 
Assistant District Ride Coordinator  
nealfei@gmail.com 
Phone: 321-629-4789 


KEN KUIPER - District Webmaster  
District Newsletter Editor  
kekuiper@outlook.com  
Phone: 586-201-7901 


Vendor Coordinators 
Earl & Bobbi Gerard  
Email squ11997@gmail.com  
Phone: 419-460-4079  

Dale Duncan  
Individual of the Year  
DADUNCAN001@aol.com  
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Jere and Sherry Goodman	 	 Directors of GWRRA	 	 jereGood@aol.com	 	 	 540-623-0447


Bob and Nan Shrader	 	 	 Director’s Assistant	 	 floridadd@msn.com	 	 	 352-424-0686


Tom and Renee Wasluck	 	 Director’s Assistant	 	 floridadd@msn.com 	 	 	 570-239-2353


John and Shawn Irons		 	 Director’s Assistant	 	 ironsline3414@gmail.com 	 	 405-747-4618


Kevin Bramhoff and 	 	 	 Director’s Assistant	 	 director@gwrra-nwc.com 	 

Karin Young


Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark	 Director of the University	 lorriemthomas@aol.com	 


Dan & Mary Costello	 	 	 Directors of Membership	 MEP.Director.GWRRA@gmail.com	205-492-9728

	 	 	 	 	 	 Enhancement


Mike and Barri Critzman	 	 Directors of Motorist	 	 itsawingthing@hotmail.com	 	 760-486-3406

	 	 	 	 	 	 Awareness


Randall and Janet Drake	 	 Director of Finance	 	 financedirector@gwrra.org	 	 720-480-2800


Susan & George Huttman	 	 Directors of Riders Ed	 	 director-re@gwrra.org	 	 	 828-368-2249


Allesandro Boveri &	 	 	 Directors Overseas	 	 alboveri@gmail.com	 	 	 39-33-537-0468

Mariarosa Bruaaone


Team GWRRA



D3CUSTOMS LLC 
DAN DUCZKOWSKI

Owner/Master Technician
Goldwing Certified
11363 3rd Ave NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616-291-4196

M-F 
8-6

M-F 
8-6

Advanced-Lubrication 
Harold A. Taylor 

221 McGarry Drive 
Lansing, MI 48911 

517-204-3674 
hat48911@gmail.com 
http://agreatoil.com 

The First in Synthetics®
since 1972

Harold Taylor
INDEPENDENT DEALER
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MI-Chapter G

CT
Comp Techs

Robert Thompson
(616) 490-4001

service@mycomptechs.com

•Computer Sales & Service
•Graphic Design & video
•Small Business Server &
  Network Administration



Page 17

GWRRA MI-G
Rodney DeJonge
Dar Koza
221 Crown St. SW
Wyoming MI 49548

Address


	2015 & 2018 Michigan Chapter
	of the Year
	2017
	Rider Ed
	of the Year Award
	Meeting by Zoom
	kozadarlene@yahoo.com
	http://www.gwrra-mi-g.org
	Do you have suggestions for rides in Michigan that we haven’t gone on in a while?  These rides could even be an over night…  Help us develop a very exciting riding calendar for 2021.
	Wed. Jan 6  07:00 PM
	Chapter G Team/Gathering Zoom Meeting.  You’ll also get an email.
	Click to join
	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85697484659
	Waiting room opens at 6:45
	Because of Covid-19, facility closures, and a wish to stay safe, there is only a Zoom meeting this month.
	District and Chapter Events
	http://gwrra-mi.org/district-and-chapter-events/
	National GWRRA Event Calendar
	http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2018%20Flyers/2018%20GWRRA%20Events.pdf
	Buh-bye 2020
	We’ll never forget you.  Since we are hoping Santa brings you a new helmet for Christmas, let’s share some information about helmet safety.
	We attended a seminar given by the Snell Foundation at the last Wing Ding, learning many things about safety and helmets.  This nonprofit organization was created in 1957 after William “Pete” Snell, sports car racer, died in 1956 while wearing a helmet.  The racing helmet he was wearing did not protect his head, and his friends searched for scientists who would help them understand what went wrong.  As these things can do, the analysis of this accident resulted in thousands of us living safer lives.  The research and the testing became part of a larger project; standards to improve the effectiveness of helmets.
	We signed up for their emailing list, and wanted to share a new Snell video as a very short safety reminder https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAQoP9vOFQs.  Please do not attempt any of the maneuvers shown.
	Hong Zhang is the Director of Education at the Snell Foundation, Inc.  The foundation is currently using Zoom to educate the public about motorcycle safety.
	The United States Department of Transportation, or DOT, has set safety standards that motorcycle helmet manufacturers must adhere to and helmets that meet or exceed these standards are known as "DOT certified" helmets. The additional protection a DOT certified helmet offers can help motorcycle riders avoid serious injury or even death in the case of an accident. You can easily distinguish a DOT certified helmet during a quick examination of the helmet.
	Continued on next page…
	continued from previous page…
	Buh-bye 2020,
	But it’s probably not what you’re looking for—a DOT sticker on the back of the helmet means nothing.  This sticker alone does not guarantee the helmet is DOT certified, as counterfeit DOT stickers on nonconforming helmets are common including the ones we used to receive when renewing GWRRA membership.  The mandated sticker reads DOT FMVSS No. 218 Certified and lists the helmet’s maker and numerical size.
	Instead, check the liner.  All DOT certified helmets must have an inner liner about one-inch thick.  If you only feel a thin sheet of foam or no liner at all, it is not safe nor DOT certified.  Chinstraps also should not feel as if they would break with a hard pull.  All DOT-certified helmets have tough, sturdy chinstraps that won't break or become loose while riding.  If your helmet seems too light, it probably is.  Unsafe helmets typically weigh one pound or less, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. A DOT certified helmet typically weighs about three pounds.
	Also, anything that protrudes from the helmet more than one-fifth of an inch is not DOT certified.  And, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration claims it has yet to see a full-face protector on a non-DOT certified helmet.
	Happy holidays to all,
	Dennis and Felicia Schulte
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