
Our monthly meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at O’Malley’s restaurant located at 5080 Alpine Ave NW at 7:00 
PM. Dinner is ordered off the menu at 6:30. Saturday, Sunday and week night rides will leave from central locations and will vary 
with the destination. For more information, or to be put on our phone tree, contact one of our Chapter Staff. See page 2 for contact 
information. We hope to see you out there…...Ride Safe. 
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July 2006 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 
 

31      

Gathering at  
O’Malley’s 7pm 

Breakfast at  
Susie's & ride 

Ride to Bay  
City 

Breakfast at  
Susie's & ride 

Chapter G Fun 
Run 

Breakfast at 
Susie’s & ride 

Chapter N 
Teddy Bear Run 

Dinner ride to 
Howard City 

Breakfast at 
Susie’s & ride 

Covered Bridge 
Ride 

Breakfast at 
Susie’s & ride 



Region D Directors 
Tom & Sandy Taggart 

 
Ttaggart@frognet.net 

District Directors 
Chris & Sally Bobek 

248-852-8537 
chrisbobek@comcast.net 

Assistant District Directors 
Lewis & Linda Randall 

231-972-8742 
llrandall@centurytel.net 

Chapter G Directors 
 
 
 

Asst. Chapter G Directors & Newsletter 
Jim & Julie Meredith 

616-696-3482 
jamesme@chartermi.net 

Chapter G 2006 Couple of the Year, 
Lyle & Sherry Wright 

616-361-6287 
 

Chapter Educator/Rider Education 
Len Snyder 

616-676-1964 
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com 

Treasurer 
Fay Vieu 

616-662-1399 
R.vieu@att.net 

Wing News Reporters 
Dave & Karen Doyle 

616-866-8438 
dfdkld@charter.net 

Web Guru 
Len Snyder 

616-676-1964 
tanstaafl@wingsisp.com 

Member Enhancement  
 

To be announced 

Secretary 
Marilynn Bostic 

791-4587 
bosticez1@sbcglobal.net 

Phone Tree Coordinators 
Lyle & Sherrell Wright 

616-361-6287 

Greeters and Attendance Takers 
Bill and Dorothy Reese 

616-984-2588 

Public Relations Coordinator 
 

To Be Announced 

Retail Sales & Goodies 
Randy & Fay Vieu 

616-662-1399 
R.vieu@att.net 

Advertising Department 
Harry Emmert 
616-363-2159 

Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net 

Technical Advisor & Photographer 
 

To Be Announced 
 

Sunshine Lady 
Marcia Emmert 
616-363-2159 

Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net 

GWRRA National Website 
http://www.gwrra.org 

Region D Website 
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/ 

Michigan District Website  
http://www.gwrra-mi.org 

Chapter G Website 
www.mi-gmidnightriders.org  

Stop by our website or the District or 
National websites to see what’s new.  

 If you have any suggestions for the 
chapter site, e-mail Jim or Joe or Len. 

 

Jim & Brenda Pennington 
Region D Couple of the Year 2005 

WOW! It is our joy and an honor for us to be 
selected as the Region D Couple of the Year 

2005-2006. This is a very exciting time in our 
lives, and with all the oomph we have, we 
want to do our best to represent and serve 

Region D 

Pete & Sherry Wright 
Chapter Mi-G’s COY for 2006 

Bob and Nancy were selected as 
the  2006 Michigan District Couple 
of the Year at our 2006 Wingless 
Weekend. Please give them your 

congratulations when you see 
them. 
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Mail all newsletters to: 
 

Jim & Julie Meredith 
13364 Algoma Ave. NE 

Cedar Springs, 
Michigan 49319 

Bob and Nancy Natter 
Michigan  Couple of the Year 2006 

 

Pete & Sherry long time members of 
Chapter G serving as phone tree coordi-
nators now our Couple of the Year. 



Back to chapter home page Go to Next Page Go to Previous Page Go to First Page Page 3 

Summer 
 
Riding season is in full swing. It seems like only yesterday that we were preparing for the 
Coming Out Party to get our bikes ready for the season. Now Honda Hoot has come and 
gone and we’re getting ready for Wind Ding. Before you know it it’ll be time for the State 
Rally. If you haven’t registered yet for the State Rally we have a registration form in this 
month’s newsletter. They need to be in by the 15th. We’d love to see a big turn out at this 
years rally. It will be the last one in Midland for a while, as next year we move to West 
Branch. Again this year we have gate duty so let us know if you’ll be available to help out.  
 
As I write this Julie and I are getting ready to join some other members for a ride to Wing 
Ding in Nashville. Wish everyone could go along, I’m sure it’s going to be lots of fun. This 
year GWRRA is trying to set a Guinness record for the largest single make bike parade at 
the Grand Parade. Hopefully we’ll be a part of that, should be a blast. 
 
July promises to be a very busy month with many rides planned and also our Fun Run on the 
15th. We still need some door prizes for the Fun Run so if you can help out please bring them 
to the meeting on the 13th. We’re also planning a couple of dinner rides during the week this 
month and we hope to see everyone attend. We’ll try to make them late enough so everyone 
can make it after work, but early enough so we’re not out too late.  
 
We just had our annual ERC. It was great to see so many people attend. I know I always 
learn something from them. It only makes sense to practice these skills so they will be auto-
matic if an emergency should occur. While some may think the tight U turn in the box is not 
practical, myself included, after giving it some thought I realized that we’re learning clutch, 
throttle and brake control which is very important. So in reality it’s not about showing off in 
a parking lot after all.  
 
We still have some staff positions that need to be filled. So if you think you can give some 
time and volunteer please get in touch with me. We also need people to work both the lead 
group and also the tail gunner group at the Midnight Ride. Please let us know if you’re able 
to help. We look forward to seeing you all on the road. Ride safe. 
 
Jim & Julie Meredith 
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An Almost Perfect Day 
 
 

The sun rising over the horizon gave promise of a “perfect” day.  This day contained the promise 
of a cloudless, beautiful blue sky, and warmer spring temperatures.  Surely, this has to be a per-
fect day for a ride.   
 
I checked the temperature.  It was in the middle 50’s.    That meant the donning of a t-shirt, turtle-
neck sweater, sweatshirt, leather chaps over jeans (of course), and a leather jacket.   The layer-
ing of clothing is my answer to cool mornings graduating into warmer afternoons of riding.   After 
putting on the rest of the gear, it was time to meet at Susie’s for our Sunday breakfast! 
 
As we arrived at Susie’s, we checked the parking lot for motorcycles.  To our surprise, there were 
only two bikes there.  We had a great breakfast with our friends.  We asked if anyone would be 
interested in meeting later in the day to ride, but everyone had other obligations.   
 
As we went outside, Pete and Sherry rode into the parking lot on their bike, ready for a day’s ride.  
So, we decided to call a few people to see if they would join us.  We called several people, but no 
one was home.  When we called Bill and Dorothy, they decided to meet us at Harley’s Mobil on 
14 Mile Road and Northland Drive. 
 
So, off we went, Bill and Dorothy as the lead bike, Pete and Sherry, and Ezra and me as tail gun-
ners.  We rode north through the countryside. With the apple blossoms blooming across the 
fields, it surely looked and smelled like spring.  
 
We rode through Sand Lake, and as we did, we remembered Harley.  I know he was tired of the 
joke, but it brings back memories of some great rides.  We rode through Hardy Dam and stopped 
for a break to enjoy the cool spring breeze and the beautiful blue, cloudless sky.   
 
We stopped at Sally’s for lunch.  Then we started our trip back home.  We made a stop at a sce-
nic turnout in Newaygo.  It is a place where a person could go down the stairway to the river.  We 
could hear children playing in the river.  We saw a fisherman fly-fishing in the middle of the river.  
We also met Cheryl, who just bought a brand new motorcycle.  It was the first time she had it out 
on the streets.  She said she had only driven it around the parking lot where she lives. I think we 
made some friends.  We gave her and her friend a Midnight Ride brochure, with the hopes that 
they will join us on future rides and at the Midnight Ride. 
 
We said our goodbyes and started on our way home.  As we were getting closer, Bill suggested 
that we stop for ice cream.  What would a ride be without a stop for ice cream?  So, we stopped at 
a place by 18 Mile Road and Federal.   Then we hugged and parted ways.  It was a prefect day, 
and a perfect ride.  We just would have liked more of our friends join us on this ride.  We hope to 
see more of you on future rides. 
 
 
Marilynn Bostic 



Back to chapter home page Go to Next Page Go to Previous Page Go to First Page Page 5 

 
Just a Biker 
 
I saw you hug your purse closer to you in the grocery store line. But, you didn't see me put an extra $10.00 
in the collection plate last Sunday.  
I saw you pull your child closer when we passed each other on the sidewalk. But you didn't see me playing 
Santa at the local mall.  
I saw you change your mind about going into the restaurant. 
But you didn't see me attending a meeting to raise more money for the hurricane relief.  
I saw you roll up your window and shake your head when I drove by. But you didn't see me driving behind 
you when you flicked your cigarette butt out the car window.  
I saw you frown at me when I smiled at your children. 
But you didn't see me when I took time off from work to run toys to the homeless.  
I saw you stare at my long hair. But you didn't see me and my friends cut ten inches off for Locks of Love.  
I saw you roll your eyes at our leather coats and gloves. 
But you didn't see me and my brothers donate our old coats and gloves to those that had none.  
I saw you look in fright at my tattoos. But you didn't see me cry as my children where born and have their 
name written over and in my heart.  
I saw you change lanes while rushing off to go somewhere. 
But you didn't see me going home to be with my family.  
I saw you complain about how loud and noisy our bikes can be. But you didn't see me when you were 
changing the CD and drifted into my lane.  
I saw you yelling at your kids in the car. But you didn't see me pat my child's hands, knowing he was safe 
behind me.  
I saw you reading the newspaper or map as you drove down the road. But you didn't see me squeeze my 
wife's leg when she told me to take the next turn.  
I saw you race down the road in the rain. But you didn't see me get soaked to the skin so my son could have 
the car to go on his date.  
I saw you run the yellow light just to save a few minutes of time. But you didn't see me trying to turn right.  
I saw you cut me off because you needed to be in the lane I was in. But you didn't see me leave the road.  
I saw you waiting impatiently for my friends to pass. 
But you didn't see me. 
I wasn't there.  
I saw you go home to your family. But you didn't see me. 
Because I died that day you cut me off.  
I was just a biker,..... 
A person with friends and a family. 
But you didn't see me. 
 
 
 
Author Unknown 
Submitted by Don Houda  



For Sale:  Midnight Ride Teddy Bear Pins 
$5.00.   Year Bars $2.00.   Four inch Black 
and Gold Staff Rockers $2.50 Each. Call 
616-662-1399 

Back to chapter home page Go to Next Page Go to Previous Page Go to First Page Page 6 

For Sale: 
 
Rocket jacket men’s size 42, nylon waterproof pants 
side zippers, fully lined, $75 or best offer. 
Leather sissy bar barrel bag. $50 or best offer. 
George Foreman camping grill, uses small bottles of gas, 
removable plate, great carrying case, never used. $60 
2 Kuryakin helmet locks and key’s, style that fits on 
crash bars. $20 
Call Carolyn or Stan Wheeler 616-784-6718 

2 Hondaline Goldwing jackets & liners maroon and black 
worn once. Sizes XL & XXL. Cost $145 sale $80 
3 pair kevlar chaps, one pair zip out liner. Sizes waist 24-
44 in seam 27-36. $70-$80 worn once 
1 Widder heated vest with thermostat control size 
XXL$150 never worn. 
1 convertible bike/snowmobile helmet with sunglasses 
built in. Full face flip up-color silver gray w/no markings-
have all accessories size XL 73/8-73/4 cost $370.95 sale 
$250 
All items really nice, make offer. Ride well. 
Fred Antczak (Cubby) 231-832-4467 GWRRA 242940 
7093 Hawking Rd. 
Chase Mi. 49623 

Two motorcycles for sale: 
One Suzuki US800 Intruder 2003 Intruder Silver 
Excellent condition lot’s of extras $5495 
One Honda PC800 1996 Red showroom condition 
$4500. 
 
Both low mileage-gotta go! 
Fred Artczak (Cubby) 231-832-4467 GWRRA 242940 
7093 Hawkins Rd. 
Chase, Mi. 49623 

Wanted—GL-1100 in good condition to ride please 
call…….. 
Craig Denton at 616-292-6766 

Future Rides 
 
There are no upcoming rides to post at this time.  
Please email any rides to jamesme@chartermi.net 
for posting. Thanks. 
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July Calendar 
 
 
July 2nd-Breakfast at Susie’s on Knapp just west of Fuller at 8:00 AM. After breakfast weather permitting peoples choice ride. 
 
July 8th-Meet at Harley’s Mobil at 9:00 AM for a ride to Bay City to attend Classic Car Show. Over 750 street cruisers, Mus-
tangs, Hot Rod’s, Corvette’s etc. Downtown Bay City off of I-75. 
 
July 9th-Breakfast at Susie’s on Knapp just west of Fuller at 8:00 AM. After breakfast weather permitting rotating leader two 
turn ride. 
 
July  13th-Chapter Gathering at O’Malley’s on Alpine. Gathering begins at 7:00 PM. Dinner at 6:00 PM. 
 
July 15th-Chapter G’s Fun Run. Chapter G members meet at Townsend Park in Cannonsburg at 8:30 AM to prepare for first bike 
out at 9 AM. See flyer this newsletter page 9. 
 
July 16th-Breakfast at Susie’s on Knapp just west of Fuller at 8:00 AM. Ride to Wine Country after breakfast weather permitting. 
 
July 19th-Dinner ride to Latitudes in Howard City. We’ll make our own way there and meet at 7 PM for Dinner. Please call and 
RSVP by the 18th to 616-696-3482, leave a message so we’ll know if we have to call ahead and warn the restaurant.  
 
July 22nd-Chapter N’s Teddy Bear Run. Meet at O’Malley’s at 9:00 AM for ride to Muskegon. 
 
July 23rd-Breakfast at Susie’s on Knapp just west of Fuller at 8:00 AM. After breakfast weather permitting take a brown bag ride 
to the Ledges in Grand Ledge. 
 
July 29th-Covered Bridge Ride. Meet at Brann’s on Turner at Leonard for a ride to tour Covered Bridges in the area. Marilynn 
has laid out a nice ride through the countryside you won’t want to miss it. 
 
July 30th-Breakfast at Susie’s on Knapp just west of Fuller at 8:00 AM. After breakfast weather permitting we’ll take a Ice 
Cream ride to a mystery destination. 
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The Importance of Rider Education 
 

I kind of like the way that Fred Rau put it in a recent issue of Motorcycle Consumer News 
and it certainly matches my own personal history.  He said, “I wish all the new riders all 
the good luck I had in staying alive and whole long enough to learn to ride properly, and to 
get to enjoy it as much as I have.” 
 
Fred’s article was about Rider Education and how a lot of people don’t take the time to 
learn the proper way to do things prior to taking off on a motorcycle.  
 
I’ve been riding for about 40 years and the number of times I could have been seriously 
injured or killed in those early days because I wasn’t paying close attention, or because I 
did something dumb, scares the heck out of me when I think of it.  I could easily have 
been one of the people that Fred was talking about when he says that a lot people are not 
ready to go out on the road into real traffic with real life dangerous circumstances.   
 
I took an MSF Experienced Rider Course today with twelve other Chapter G riders, and 
that point was brought home to me in a very personal and interesting way.  I learned 
something new again.  It seems that each and every time I take an ERC Class; I pick up 
on something new.  Something new, you know, something that might just make the differ-
ence between Jan and I having a wonderful vacation or having to spend our time in a hos-
pital room or med station. 
 
The MSF courses are designed to teach people the proper way to avoid or ameliorate 
dangerous situations and they do it well.  All you really have to do is pay attention, prac-
tice a little and then practice some more.  It all seems to come down to that one little thing.  
Take the time to practice what you’ve been taught so that your reactions in a dangerous 
situation are the ones that give you the best chance of ending up in one piece. 
 
Don’t run out to the store and because you’re late and it’s only a block away “forget” to put 
on your leathers.  It’s true that you may not have a problem between the house and the 
store, but the odds aren’t in your favor.  Accidents happen close to home.  They happen 
all the time and are way more likely than when you are far away.  The fact that you’re in 
familiar territory can tend to cause you to not pay as close attention to the situations un-
folding around you, unlike when you’re far away from home and in unfamiliar territory and 
watching everything suspiciously.   
 
So don’t forget the stuff you learn in the ERC.  Don’t ignore it either.  Take the time to go 
out and practice the swerving, braking and riding techniques that the MSF teaches you, 
and practice, practice, practice.  There’s a gray haired little old lady out there who is going 
to turn left in front of you.  We know she is, she’s done it before.  Will you be ready to re-
act properly when she does?  I truly hope so.  
 
See you on the road.                                                                               Len & Jan 
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Come visit us at West Shore 
Motorsports let us show you why 

we’re the best... 
2371 Henry St. Muskegon Mi. 49441  

Call 1-800-962-0979 
Or 1-231-759-0979 

GWRRA  MI-G 
Jim & Julie Meredith 
13364 Algoma Ave. NE 
Cedar Springs, Mi. 49319 


