Friends

for

Fun

Safety

& Knowledge

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION
MICHIGAN*REGION D*CHAPTER MI-G***MIDNIGHT RIDERS
NEW NEW NEW >>>>>>>> !!! PLEASE READ THIS !!!
<<<<<<<< NEW NEW NEW
NEW MEETING PLACE, DAY, and TIME.
PLACE: U-HAUL 2752 Burlingame SW, Wyoming (directions on Page 3)
TIME:
8:00 AM
Look for the SUGGESTION BOX at our gatherings. Tell us what you would change, keep the
same, and ideas for rides, etc.
For more information, or to be added to our phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff. See page 2 for
contact information. We hope to see you out there…...Ride Safel y.
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Picnic at Gun Lake
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Region D Directors

randdmiller@cablespeed.com

Senior District Directors
Chris & Sally Bobek
248-852-8537
chrisbobek@comcast.net

Assistant District Directors
Lewis & Linda Randall
231-972-8742
llrandall@centurytel.net

Chapter G Directors
Jim & Julie Meredith
616-696-3482
Jamesme@chartermi.net

Asst. Chapter G Directors
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Chapter G 2008 Couple of the Year
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Chapter Educator/Rider Education
Len Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

Mail all newsletters to:

Treasurer
Jan Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

Ron and Dianna Miller
517-851-7276

Wing News Reporters
Dave & Karen Doyle
616-866-8438
dfdkld@charter.net
Ride Coordinator | Newletter Editor
Ezra Bostic
| Marilynn Bostic
616-791-4587
Bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

Jim & Julie Meredith
13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs,
Michigan 49319
Secretary
To Be Announced

Greeters and Attendance Takers
Bill and Dorothy Reese
616-984-2588

Public Relations Coordinator

Advertising Department
Harry Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Technical Advisor

To Be Announced

To Be Announced

Web Guru
C.J. Shroll
616-437-0305
cjshroll@aol.com
Phone Tree Coordinators
Lyle & Sherrell Wright
616-361-6287
Retail Sales & Goodies
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net
Sunshine Lady
Marcia Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Membership Enhancement
Dave Klein
616-784-6006
klein.dave@sbcglobal.net

50/50 Ticket Sales
Dave Klein
616-784-6006 klein.dave@sbcglobal.net

To Be Announced

GWRRA National Website
http://www.gwrra.org

Region D Website
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/

Michigan District Website
http://www.gwrra-mi.org

Chapter G Website
www.mi-gmidnightriders.org

Stop by our website or the District or
National websites to see what’s new.

If you have any suggestions for the
chapter site, e-mail Jim or C.J.

Ken and Rita Moffitt
Region D COY Year 2007-2008

Randy & Fay Vieu
Chapter Mi-G’s COY 2008

Brad and Connie Garner
Michigan Couple of the Year 2008

During the Region D Rally held at
Lebanon, IN. Ken and Rita, the
Michigan District Couple, was Randy & Fay, members of Chapter G
selected as the new Region D Randy and Fay serve as our ACD’s and
now our Couple of the Year.
Couple of the Year.
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Photographer

Brad and Connie Garner were
selected as the 2008 Michigan
District Couple of the Year at our
2008 Wingless Weekend. Please give
them your congratulations when you
see them.

June Schedule
June 1:

Breakfast At Susie’s: Meet at 9:00 AM for breakfast. We plan to ride north to
Sylvester, MI for ice cream.

June 7:

District Facilitated Parking Lot Practice:
Meet at Kenowa Hills High School at
9:00 AM for the two wheeler PLP and
12:00 PM for the Trike, Tow Pak, and Voyager systems PLP.
These two Parking Lot Practices are especially important for those with Tow Pak and
Voyager systems, because the PLP’s are the only accepted process whereby they
can continue and advance through the Rider Educations Levels Program.
KHHS is on Four Mile Road between Walker Avenue NW and Fruit Ridge Avenue NW on
the north side of the street.
Please be aware the there is road construction on 4 Mile Road between Alpine &
Fruit Ridge NW.

June 8:

Monthly Gathering at U-Haul, 2752 Burlingame SW, Wyoming, MI. 8:00AM.
Doughnuts and coffee will be furnished by Chapter G. Come to learn what’s NEW!!!
After the gathering, we have planned a great ride to the Longest Covered Bridge in
Michigan. It is located in Centerville MI. Please pack your lunch for this one.

June 14:

Flag Day

June 15:

Happy Father’s Day

June 21:

G-2’s Chicken Run:
Meet at Harley’s Mobil Gas Station on the corner of Northland Drive and 14 Mile Road

9:00 AM
June 22:

Breakfast At Susie’s: Meet at 9:00 AM for breakfast.

June 29:

Breakfast At Susie’s: Meet at 8:00 AM for breakfast. We plan to take a leisurely ride
south to Gun Lake for a picnic by the lake. Pack your cooler with picnic stuff and come
along for a day’s ride.
Your Ride Coordinator,
Ezra Bostic

.***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***

The History of Flag Day
The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of an annual day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first
originated in 1885. BJ Cigrand, a schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public School, District 6, to observe June 14 (the 108th
anniversary of the official adoption of The Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper articles and public addresses over
the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically advocate the observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'.
On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kindergarten teacher in New York City, planned appropriate ceremonies for the children of his school, and his idea of
observing Flag Day was later adopted by the State Board of Education of New York. On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag
Day celebration, and on June 14 of the following year, the New York Society of the Sons of the Revolution, celebrated Flag Day.
Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach (at the time historian of the Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the Revolution), the Pennsylvania
Society of Colonial Dames of America on April 25, 1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor of Philadelphia and all others in authority and all private
citizens to display the Flag on June 14th. Leach went on to recommend that thereafter the day be known as 'Flag Day', and on that day, school children be
assembled for appropriate exercises, with each child being given a small Flag.
(Continued on Page 8)
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June Birthdays
June 17 Jean Rackes

June Anniversaries
June 5:
Lyle & Sherry Wright
June 24: Ezra & Marilynn Bostic

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
For Sale:
Future Rides:
2000 Ford Mustang GT Spring edition, lots of extras,
well taken care of; never been in snow.
Call Randy 616-293-2680

2006 Ford F-250 Amarillo Diesel, 17000 miles.
Call Randy 616-293-2680

Please email any rides to the following address:
bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***

If you have something to sell, please contact our
newsletter editor for information. The email address is:

bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
Please remember to let the editor know when you would
like to have the ad removed, especially if the item has been
sold.Thank you.
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Chapter Director’s Ramblings
a loop road to get to Maryville, Tennessee, our stopping
point for the night. We did better day two as we covered
about 450 miles.
Day three turned out to be a beautiful day. The
temperatures in the morning were already in the low sixties
as we headed out for the infamous “Dragon”. But first we
ran down to the “Foothills Parkway” were we could get
warmed up on some easy sweeper curves. By the time we
reached the dragon we felt ready to go and the day was
wonderful not a cloud in the sky with temps. in the 70’s.
We stopped at an overlook at the top of the dragon where
there were many other bikes just cooling it off. There we
heard the story of how a rider had crashed and lost his life
the weekend before. Just what we needed to hear. That
put the proper amount of respect for this famous road into
us before we headed into the teeth of the run. Well
obviously we made it though with no mishaps since I’m
here writing this story. If you want to see some great shots
of Jason taming the dragon go to killboy.com and check
th
out the photos from Monday May 5 . If you go to the
touring bike section I think you’ll find us on page 3. Jason
wanted to do the Blue Ridge parkway so off we headed to
Cherokee where the parkway begins, or ends depending
on your direction of travel. I had in mind to spend the night
in Maggie Valley but when we arrived there it was only
2:30 pm so we set off on the parkway for Ashville, North
Carolina. Well we made it there and found a bed for the
night.
Day four had us planning to ride the parkway north to
Virginia but we weren’t 5 miles on our way when the
parkway was closed. After a bit of a detour we made it
past the detour and back to the parkway. Of course if
you’ve ever been there the roads off the parkway and back
to the parkway are just plain fun! After resuming our ride
north on the parkway for some distance lo and behold it
was closed again. This turned out to be in Boone, North
Carolina. Off we went and grabbed some lunch. After
some discussion we decided to abandon the rest of the
parkway and see if we could find our way to Virginia via
back roads with our eventual destination in West Virginia.
Well, we got some treat as we stumbled onto US 421 and
what we later found out was the “Snake”! You want to talk
about curves this road was a real test and very technical.
(Continued on next page)

Father/Son Ride
About a month ago my son Jason called me and asked if I
could get a few days off work to go for a motorcycle ride
with him. I said you bet! We were originally going to go
north through the UP to Minnesota, then south to the great
river road and follow the Mississippi south until??????
Well the late snow storm in the UP changed our plans so
we decided to head south to the Tennessee and North
Carolina mountains where we thought we had a better
chance of decent weather. We set our departure date for
rd
Saturday May 3 .
Finally the day came. We got off to a bit of a late start
because, being the good dad Jason is, he had to watch his
son’s soccer game. We got under way about 11:30 am.
We were gone more than an hour when I remembered I’d
left my phone charger at home. Just like me to forget
something. So our first stop was in Coldwater where I
could pick up a charger from a cell phone store. I found a
charger and we fueled up. While we were stopped we
commented on the wind being a bit strong. We had no
idea what we were in for. As we crossed over into Indiana
the wind really picked up to around 30 to 40 mph steady
out of the west. As we were going south, we had a great
time fighting that crosswind. I’m not sure how strong the
gusts were but they were literally blowing us across our
lane. We fought the wind as far as St. Mary’s, Ohio and
decided we had had all the fun we wanted for one day. It
was a short day just under 250 miles.
Day two dawned with a bright sun and little wind. It was
somewhat cool with the temps. in the mid forties. But with
no wind it was a beautiful day for a motorcycle ride. We
rode some back roads until just north of Dayton Ohio
where we decided to jump on the interstate through the
Cincinnati area. We stayed on I-75 until the last exit in
Kentucky where we thought we would cut over to US 27.
We found Ky. 20, which would take us west to US 27.
What a great road it turned out to be. It took us past
Cumberland Falls with plenty of twisties, our first of the
trip. When we got to US 27 we had more fun curves ahead
and rode it down to Oak Ridge Tn. where we hopped on to
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(Continued from previous page)
In my humble opinion it was way more difficult than the
Dragon. After riding the snake we found ourselves in
Virginia where we found a great scenic road with plenty of
curves and switchbacks that took us to the West Virginia
border. We ended up in Bluefield West Virginia for the
night. Some of us may remember the Holiday Inn in
Bluefield from a trip a couple of years ago.

had to ride in the rain about two hours from just west of
Cleveland to Toledo.
Day six was a very uneventful short cold ride home. This
trip turned out to be a great adventure and I found out that
my son shares my passion for riding. I think I already knew
that but he sure proved it on this ride. I can only say that
I’d ride with him anywhere and I’m sure glad he made that
call to me about a ride.

Day five we had planned to ride some roads in West
Virginia but after watching the weather channel we could
see we were in for trouble later that day in Ohio. After
calling our official radar watcher, Julie, we decided to jump
on the super slab and get as far north as possible to try
and beat the weather. I couldn’t believe it but we made it to
Milan Michigan that day, 495 miles. We thought what the
heck let’s head for home but when I called my better half,
and smarter half, we were told we’d spent enough time on
the bikes for one day and to get a hotel. All in all we only

Well that’s the story of my ride with my son. I hope I didn’t
bore you but I just wanted to share what was one of the
best rides I’ve ever had. Until I see you again be sure and
ride safely no matter where your travels take you.

Jim & Julie Meredith

.***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***

Assistant Chapter Director’s Notes
they do not get caught under the bike. He also showed us
a video on slow riding that was very good. Sgt Mike then
went outside and showed us how he practices each day by
turning the bike around inside of two, yes two, parking
spaces and within them. Then he got on Jim’s bike and did
the same thing without ever being on it. So now we know
that our wings can be turned around within two parking
spaces. So as the month of May ends and motorcycle
awareness ends, we must remember to practice all of what
we learned and to remember to ride safely thru education
and practice.

As we finish the month of May and “Motorcycle
Awareness” month, we look back on all the safety classes
that we took. First, we had a parking lot practice that our
own rider Ed staff put on. He had us go thru a lot of
exercises at a slow speed to help us sharpen our skills.
Stopping quickly, cone weaves, and u-turns that we all
need to practice. Unfortunately, only four of us showed up
for the event. Next, a lot of us had signed up for either an
ARC or ERC class run by our State staff. The ARC class
was on Saturday and the ERC on Sunday. Jim & Julie,
Randy, and Dave went to the ARC, and Ezra, Ken, and
Gerald went to the ERC. Again, they put us thru the paces,
with weaves, turns, stopping, and tight circles. For those
that are in the levels program, these are classes we
needed to maintain the requirements for it. At our monthly
gathering, we invited the Wyoming police motor division to
come and talk and give a demonstration. Sgt. Mike gave
us a lot of statistics on accidents that they investigate.

Randy & Fay Vieu ACD

The one that sticks in my mind was that in most accidents,
the rider never hits the brake. That is why we need to
practice stopping in emergency situations. The other is
keeping our feet on the pegs and not to drag them, so that
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Rider Education June 2008
Why Should I Take a Rider Course?
This question is one that many of us find easy to answer. What we may not understand is why anyone would need to ask it.
There are some in our chapters that choose not to participate in an instructed Rider Course. Let’s examine this and try to
understand why, and look at what a Rider Course can do for you. Some may say, “I’ve been riding for years. I don’t need to
take a class.” Do you try to persuade people with that attitude that a Rider Course might help them be an even better rider?
Their position can be so negative and so strongly put that you don’t want to talk to them about the benefits of rider training.
Sometimes, people hide their self doubt behind a curtain of confidence and bluster. Is it possible to have all the knowledge
and skill necessary to avoid any accident? If you don’t choose to ride very far or very often, then perhaps it is possible. But I
wouldn’t bet my life on it! Do you remember a single season in your riding career without at least one close call or near miss
due to another motorist’s driving behavior? If you ride around the state or across the country, you expose yourself to many
different situations that require anticipation of all the possible actions of other drivers. You have to be prepared to counter with
the proper response - whatever their action – and do it in a split second!
A motorcycle Rider Course helps prepare you to execute whatever maneuvers are called for by another driver’s unexpected
actions. We look upon these classes as an opportunity to learn and improve our riding skills in a safe environment. The
instructors are trained to spot the little techniques riders forget to employ during range exercises. They provide reminders to
all students in a positive manner. Their trained eyes and constructive comments are geared to put each of us on the path to
being the safest riders we can be. This can help with your attitude and performance on the road. Being reminded of the
proper, or best, techniques to execute different skills does not hurt at all. It is painless.
The practice and coaching helps to improve our skills, whether we never knew the technique to use, or just need an
occasional reminder. Hey, who doesn’t appreciate a reminder from time to time? Especially when it is about something you
want to do correctly and safely, but may have just forgotten the best method. In athletic training we are taught that practice
makes perfect. And when you practice something you enjoy doing, it’s just a lot of fun! Practicing motorcycle riding maneuvers
in a closed parking lot with someone else (the instructors) monitoring the range to protect the riders from outside hazards
helps you focus your attention on the task at hand – becoming a better rider!
On another level, taking a Rider Course will help you qualify for advancement in the Rider Education Levels Program, to Level
II or above, or keep you current in your present level. And there is one more thing to remember about all GWRRA Rider
Course offerings. Nobody fails! Everyone who completes the course receives a course completion card. There are no
minimum performance requirements. You are asked to push yourself to improve your abilities. You won’t get better at it if you
don’t try. Sign up for a Rider Course today. You will thank yourself later!

Ride Safely, Len.
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(Continued from Page 8)
Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution unanimously endorsed the action of the
Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames. As a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superintendent of Public Schools of Philadelphia, directed
that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 1893 in Independence Square. School children were assembled, each carrying a small Flag, and patriotic songs
were sung and addresses delivered.
In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed on all public buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as the moving
spirits, the Illinois organization, known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose of promoting the holding of Flag Day exercises.
On June 14th, 1894, under the auspices of this association, the first general public school children's celebration of Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas,
Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, and Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating.
Adults, too, participated in patriotic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, delivered a 1914 Flag Day address in which he repeated words he
said the flag had spoken to him that morning: "I am what you make me; nothing more. I swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of
yourself."
Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 - was officially established by the
Proclamation of President Woodrow Wilson on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in various communities for years after Wilson's proclamation,
it was not until August 3rd, 1949, that President Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year as National Flag Day.

Order Your Motorcycle Parts Online at:
WWW.VillageMotorSports.net
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Chris Persinger
616-433-5113
Persing6@aol.com

We carry a Huge Selection of Tires

Susie’s Cafe
Gourmet Coffee
Breakfast Served all day
Fresh Baked Donuts
Grilled Sandwiches
Homemade Soups & Salads
Ice Cream
Wireless Internet
363-1530
1120 Knapp NE Grand Rapids

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
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Come visit us at West
Shore
Motorsports let us show
you why we’re the best...
2371 Henry St. Muskegon Mi. 49441
Call 1-800-962-0979
Or 1-231-759-0979

GWRRA MI-G
Jim & Julie Meredith
13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs, Mi. 49319
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