Friends

For

Fun

Safety

Knowledge

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Michigan*Region D*Chapter MI-G***Midnight Riders
MEETING PLACE, DAY, and TIME
Place: “That Place” 2162 Plainfield Ave NW Grand Rapids MI 49505
616-365-6669
Breakfast and Gathering at 9:00 AM
Look for the SUGGESTION BOX at our gatherings. Tell us what you would change, keep the same, or your ideas for rides, etc.
For more information, or to be added to our phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff.
See page 2 for contact information.
We hope to see you out there.....Ride Safely.

JUNE 2010
Sunday

6

Monday

7

Tuesday Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11 Ride to

12

Wawa, ONT.

13 Chapter G
Gathering
9:00 am
"That Place"
20

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Staff Contact
June Schedule
CD’s Article
Rider Education
Rider Course Info

Page 2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6,7,8

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Sales and Rides
Classifieds
Chapter G pictures can be found at
http://gallery.me.com/hstob
1

Page 9
Page 9
Page 10-11

Region D Directors
Ron and Dianna Miller
517-851-7276
randdmiller@cablespeed.com

Interim Michigan District Director
Larry Terryn
586-786-6807

Chapter G Directors
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Acting Asst. Chapter G Directors
TBA

Chapter Educator/Rider Education
Len Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

Mail all newsletters to:

Ride Coordinator
TBD

larryterryn@comcast.net

Assistant District Directors
Farmer & Teri Rodgers
231-893-4108
Mrandmrsfarmer@yahoo.com
Chapter G 2010 Couple of the Year
Ken & Ann Byxbe
616-647-4411

mailto:nascarann1@gmail.com

Randy & Fay Vieu
2270 Greendale Drive
Jenison, MI 49428

Treasurer
Marcia Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net
Web Guru
C.J. Shroll
616-437-0305
cjshroll@aol.com

Greeters & Attendance Takers
Ken & Ann Bixbe

Brag Book Editor
Marilyn Bostic
616-791-4587
Bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

Phone Tree Coordinators
Lyle & Sherrell Wright
616-361-6287

Advertising Department
Harry Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Membership Enhancement
John Smith
616-554-6134
zephyr70@comcast.net

Retail Sales & Goodies
Ezra Bostic
616-7914587

50/50 Ticket Sales
TBD

Technical Advisor
TBD

Chapter G Website
http://www.mi-gmidnightriders.org

Newletter Editor
Howard Stob
616-538-1087

Midnight Ride Vendors
Howard Stob
616-538-1087

mr.wingman@me.com

mr.wingman@me.com

GWRRA National Website
http://www.gwrra.org/

Region D Website
http://gwrra-regiond.org

Michigan District Website
http://www.gwrra-mi.org

Tim & Pam Hanson
District Couple of the Year
2010

Ken & Ann Byxbe
Chapter MI-Gʼs Couple Of the Year
2010

Dick and Ginny Beardsley
Region D Couple of the Year
2009-2010

Tim & Pam were selected as the
District Couple of the Year at
Wingless Weekend 2010

Ken & Ann are members of Chapter G.
They are our U.S. Veterans' coordinators.
Ken is one of the tailguners for the
Midnight Ride.
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Bostic1@sbcglobal.net

Dick and Ginny were selected as the
2009-2010 Region D Couple of the
Year at the Region D Rally.

Chapter G Summer Rides
Rides will be Weather Permitting
We will take a ride after the Gatherings starting in June.
Wednesday night rides. We can either join another chapter for dinner, or just ride. (Ice Cream will most likely
be found.) Will be decided monthly.

June Ride Schedule
June 2 Ice cream run meet at 76th street Mobil at 7 pm
June 5 Chapter G2 Chicken Run ($10). Meet at Meijer’s at Knapp corners ride leaves at 10 am to Greenville.
June 5 & 6 ERC classes for those who signed up
June 9 Dinner with Chapter O meet at New Allendale High school on 68th Ave at 6:30
June 12 The Wawa ride
June 13 Chapter Gathering Ride after to Chapter E anniversary party after
June 13 NASCAR race
June 18 Dinner ride to Sam's Joint Gun Lake Leave at 6pm from the motorcycle dealer on the corner of
M-37(Patterson) and 84th
June 19 Ride to Vermontville via Lake Odessa. Meet at Douglas Walker Park (84th & Clyde Park) at 10:00
am.
June 25 Ice cream ride Meet at the Meijer Gas Station at Knapp’s Corners 7pm
June 26 Civil War Reenactment at Holland Mi meet 11am at Perkins Restaurant in Jenison on Chicago Dr
June 27 Chapter D2 ride to Hell Leave at 8am from the Mobil at the Lowell exit by I-96
** July Ride? Maybe we could do this ride starting the end of the month they have one that leaves
around 11:00 and one @ 3:00. Typically is about 2 1/2 or 3 hour ride down there. It is a bit pricey, but
we could do a picnic lunch on the boat, or afterwards. Just a thought.
http://saugatuckboatcruises.com/index.htm
Scott & Joanie Klein
**Ron & Jan Smith’s 50th Anniversary Open House – July 24th in Kalamazoo. Please mark your
calendars. They have supported us all over the years and done wonderful work.
**July 30-31

GWRRA Michigan District Rally/Convention
Ogemaw County Fair Grounds
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/RallyPreview.htm

August 14 Freedom Ride for Veterans –
Region D Pirates of the Great Lakes – September 16-18 Coldwater MI
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CDʼs Corner
Randy & Fay Vieu
Chapter G Directors

Well, it looks like we may be in for a better summer than last. Let’s all come to
the gathering with some ideas for rides, Fay and I have a few ideas. Scott has
sent a couple of ideas. Also, I personally have only put on about four thousand
miles last year, and I am hoping to get a lot more this year than last. This month
we have the Rider Ed courses that some of us have signed up for. I personally
am looking forward to them as I want to learn more about riding a trike. I am
getting more use to it as it is different than a two wheel bike. I have never taken
a MSF class and not came away not learning something or just remembering
something that we should be doing while on the bike. That is why I want to take
this class on trikes so that I don’t teach myself a bad habit that will be hard to
break.
We have a lot to do this month: G2 Chicken Run, WaWa Risw, Chapter E has an
anniversary party, the ride to Hell and whatever else we can come up with. Let’s
get the bikes going and do some riding this month and make sure each of you
some ideas to the gathering.
Randy & Fay Vieu
Chapter Directors
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Len Snyder

June 2010 Rider Education

Lately, it seems like everyone around me is in a huge hurry to finish whatever it is they
are doing. In their hurry to complete their tasks, it appears that they often take short
cuts so they can finish faster. When this has occurred they may not end up doing as good
a job as they could have because they hurried too much and forgot some important piece
needed for the project to be complete.
As motorcycle riders, it’s very important that we pay attention to the little things that
make our motorcycle travels safe and enjoyable. Before you leave on that trip, do your TCLOCS inspection. Check to see that all of your motorcycle’s mechanical parts are in good
working order and that all fluids are in place and at the proper levels. Check your tires to
make sure that there is plenty of tread and they are properly aired up. There’s nothing
worse than beginning a trip only to find a flat tire has ruined your day or that you’ve
hydroplaned because the sipes in your tires were too thin to allow proper dispersal of the
rainwater in that sudden squall that came up half way to your destination. Make sure
that all of your lights and turn signals are working properly and that the lenses are clean
to allow the most light through when they are needed.
Take the time necessary to make sure you are ready for your ride. You should be alert
and well rested, you should have the proper riding gear and you should take along any
clothing that may be necessary for the conditions you are likely to encounter. If you’re
miserable because it’s raining and you’ve not brought your rain gear or if you’re
shivering because you’re cold you can’t be paying the proper amount of attention that
you need to pay for a safe riding experience.
Above all, don’t forget the Rider Education mnemonic of (SAA) Seek, Anticipate and Act.
From your very first minutes on the motorcycle you should be actively and aggressively
scanning for anything that may impinge your path of travel. Continually search out any
possible problems and anticipate what the likely outcome might be if the red car turns
left or the little girl chases her ball out into the road and be ready to react to any of those
things as they happen. If you pay attention and do a great job, you will be the lucky
recipient of another wonderful motorcycle ride. I hope you all have a super summer and
many great rides and don’t forget. Take Rider Education along with you.
Ride Safe, Len.
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Are You Up for a Rider Course?
When was the last time you were on a motorcycle training range to practice and improve
your riding skills? If you have never participated in a Rider Course with a certified
instructor / coach, then maybe this should be your year. If you are a rider or co-rider and
have never participated in a Rider Course, I have to ask, why not? Is it because you already
know how to ride? Do you think you are already the best rider / co-rider you can be?
Perhaps you don’t think there is anything else you could learn to become better, and safer,
aboard your motorcycle. Some folks are afraid to take a Rider Course because they think
they might not be able to do all the exercises, or that they would embarrass themselves
somehow. And just because you are a co-rider does not let you off the hook for self
improvement. Let’s address these ideas, and put those fears to rest, by taking them one at
a time.
1. First of all, there is no failure for those who participate and attempt all of the exercises.
There is no test to determine whether you pass. Upon completion of the classroom portion
and the range exercises, participants receive a Course Completion Card, evidence of your
participation. Show that to your Chapter Educator for Rider Education Levels program
credit (Levels II – IV).
2. You already have your motorcycle endorsement, so obviously you already know how to
operate a motorcycle. Maybe you took the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) Basic Rider
Course to learn the use of the controls, or maybe you learned from a buddy or parent. Coriders may have attended a Co-Rider Seminar. But there is more to being a good, safe rider
than simply being able to operate a motorcycle on the streets and highways. GWRRA and
MSF Rider Courses help you go beyond simply operating the controls of your motorcycle.
These courses help sharpen your mental approach to motorcycling as well as coach you
on specific techniques that will make you a safer rider / co-rider.
3. The exercises in the Rider Courses are not designed to be difficult or to embarrass
anyone. They are designed to help you learn proper riding techniques that might save you
and your co-rider from injury. Before riders are asked to attempt and practice each
exercise, it is verbally explained and demonstrated by an instructor using the proper
techniques. Then you get to ride each exercise under the eyes of GWRRA certified
instructors trained to coach you in improving your technique. As they say, “practice makes
perfect”, so students get to run each exercise several times to make sure they get the idea.
And if you spend a lot of time on the road with your favorite co-rider aboard, isn’t that how
you should practice these skills? Co-riders are encouraged to attend, too.
4. If you have been riding (co-riding) for many years and you have thousands of miles
under your saddle, you may think you have seen it all and done it all before. Could it be
6

that you take your riding skills and techniques for granted? Have you challenged yourself
lately to see just how much you know about riding, or how well you can execute basic
riding skills? And what about your mental approach to riding? Do you have a strategy that
helps you identify potential hazards and how to deal with them? Co-riders – are you doing
as much as you could to help keep you both safe? Are you making the bike easier to
handle while traveling, or are you snoozing?
The GWRRA Rider Courses cover all of these and more in a friendly, open, and safe
environment. The range is usually a closed parking lot for safety. Cones and lines painted
on the ground mark the layout of the exercises. On some exercises, the objective is to stay
within the painted lines, but if you happen to cross a line, that’s okay! The instructor will
coach you on your technique to help you try to stay within the lines on your next run.
The purpose of the Rider Courses is to teach, refresh, remind, and reinforce proper riding
techniques. The goal is to help each and every student improve both their mental and
physical riding skills so they ride better and safer, for years to come.
So, are you ready and willing to become a better rider or co-rider? Michigan GWRRA has
Rider Course training for you and your ride. The GWRRA courses are the Advanced Rider
Course (ARC) for motorcycles, the Trike Rider Course (TRC), and the Sidecar Rider Course
(SRC). Contact your local chapter educator or your District Educator to inquire about the
availability of a class near you. Or sign up to take a course at Wing Ding, where all three
courses are usually offered. Think of the Rider Course training as being better than
motorcycle insurance. After all, your insurance only pays off in the event of an accident.
Rider Course training helps you learn and practice skills to avoid the accident in the first
place! The investment pays off every time you avoid an accident.
Ride Smart & Be Safe!
Bruce & Melissa Thayer, MI-A2
GWRRA Rider Course Instructors
mailto:brucethayer1@comcast.net
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June Birthdays

June Anniversaries
June 5th
June 24th

Lyle & Sherry Wright
Ezra & Marilyn Bostic

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~**
*For Sale:
Future Rides:
One pair of Iso-Wing Mini Floorboards for Gold
Wing. Very good condition. $60 for pair.
Contact Larry Roberts at 616-527-0699
***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
1998 Champagne GL-1500 SE, 97,000 miles.
Near new battery and tires. Recently ridden
after storage, no apparent problems. Book
$7,700, will take $7,000.

If you have something to sell, please contact our
newsletter editor for information. The email address is
hstob@me.com
Please remember to let the editor know when you would
like to have the ad removed, especially if the item has
been sold. Thank you.
***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
Leave Grand Rapids June 11, 2010 and ride to Wawa,
Ont. The plan is to ride to the Soo and spend the night of
the 11th. Saturday the 12th ride the back roads to Wawa
Ont. and stay at the Best Northern Motel. Cabins
available. Information available at www.bestnorthern.ca.
Leave Sunday and ride to northern lower peninsula and
stay Sunday night in Cross village. Cabins available from
Leggs Inn. Return to Grand Rapids on Monday June 14.
Rates are very reasonable in both Wawa and Cross
Village. Reservations recommended. Anyone interested,
contact me at jamesme@chartermi.net
***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***

231-464-7164
chappel@t-one.net
Ron Chappel

Future Rides and Ride suggestions:
Please email any rides or activities to:
Randy Vieu R.vieu@att.net
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Susieʼs Cafe
GOURMET COFFEE
BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY
FRESH BAKED DONUTS
GRILLED SANDWICHES
HOMEMADE SOUPS & SALADS
ICE CREAM
WIRELESS INTERNET
363-1530
1120 KNAPP NE

This space available
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Parking Lot Practice
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GWRRA MI-G
Randy & Fay Vieu
2270 Greendale Drive
Jenison, MI 49428
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