
September 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 Cheshire Grill  
& ride

3 Labor Day 4 Staff Meeting 
6:30

5 6 7 8  Ride to 
Saugatuck

9  G Gathering 
& K-2 
Anniversary

10 11 12 13 14 15  JDRF Walk

16  Cheshire 
Grill & South 
Haven

17 18 19 20 21 22 Autumnal Equinox

23  Brunch at 
McKennas’s

24 25 26 27 28 29  Dinner at 
TGIFridays

30  Cheshire 
Grill

1

Chapter G Gathering
Cheshire Grill  

2162 Plainfield NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49595

*****Sunday September 9, 2012*****
8:30am Breakfast 9:00am Gathering

For more information, or to be added to our phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff.
See page 10 for contact information.  We hope to see you out there.....Ride Safely.
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Sept  2:! Time:! ! 9:00am  Breakfast at Cheshire Grill, ride after 

Sept  4:! Event:!! Chapter Staff Meeting    All Welcome
! ! ! ! Please Note time change
! ! Time:! ! 6:30pm  
! ! Place:!! The  Bostic’s house  1492 Kinney NW

Sept  8:! Event:!! Ride to Saugatuck
! ! Time:! ! 10:00 am
! ! Place:!! The  Bostic’s house  1492 Kinney NW

Sept  9:! Event:!! Chapter MI-G’s Gathering Then Ride to K-2’s Anniversary
! ! ! ! Party   (See flyer in this newsletter)
! ! Time:! ! 8:30 am  
! ! Place:!! Cheshire Grill on Plainfield 

Sept 15:! Event:!! JDRF Walk
! ! ! ! We would like as many bikes as can make this event.
! ! ! ! Let’s show our support!!!!
! ! Time:! ! 8:15 AM 
! ! Place:!! In the North Parking Lot of the Ford Museum

Sept  16:! Time:! ! 9:00am  Breakfast at Cheshire Grill,
! ! ! ! AND !  Ride to South Haven for ice cream.

Sept  23:! Time:! ! 9:00am  BRUNCH  at McKenna’s in Lakeview.
! ! MEET:! at the Meijer Gas  Station on 10 Mile Road in ROCKFORD
! ! ! !

Sept 29! Event:!! September Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebration
! ! Time:! ! 5:30 pm  Social, 6:00 pm Order Dinner
! ! Place:!! TGIFriday’s Restaurant on Alpine
>>>>>>>>>>!PLEASE:! PLEASE RSVP     CALL:  Ezra or Marilynn at:   (616) 791-4587

Sept 30:! Event:!! Breakfast at Cheshire Grill  ride After
! ! Time:! ! 9:00 am
! !



CD’s Corner

The 26th Annual Midnight Ride
August 17-18, 2012

“It takes a village”: Yes, but in the case of our Midnight Ride, it takes more than one village. It takes 
the combined efforts  of GWRRA Chapter MI-G, as well as, all the chapters around the State of 
Michigan, PLUS members of Christian Motorcycle Association, the Michigan State Police, Sheriff's 
Departments, and local Police Officers, and all the motorcyclists raising money for JDRF to make 
this  ride successful. As you can imagine, there are many factors to consider to make an enjoyable 
ride for everyone. 

Planning for this  ride takes all year. This year began reversing the idea that after the 25th Annual 
Midnight Ride, there would be no more Midnight Ride. How to get this information corrected was a 
great challenge in itself. 

In the fall of the year, we decide on the t-shirt design. Then we look at the brochure to make the 
necessary changes. These two items must be completed and delivered to the printers by 
December, or at the very latest January 15. We need these items in time for the District's  Wingless 
Weekend in February. We also have to ask for the date of the ride to be placed on the District 
calendar by our fall meeting where it is  decided when all the chapters ask for their event dates. So, 
if there is  a route change due to road construction, we cannot change the brochure after the 
printing date. 

The ride usually is followed by a chase vehicle (tow truck). This  year, we asked the same people to 
do this for us and they agreed.  On contacting them on Friday morning, the person was ill and 
could not make the ride. He tried to find someone else to take his place, but could not find anyone.  
It was too late to find a replacement.  We were very fortunate that, from the reports we have had 
so far, there were no emergencies or bikes requiring assistance. We were blessed in this instance.  
In the brochure, there are instructions on how to indicate that a biker requires assistance. To 
indicate this, place your helmet on the road side of your bike and turn on your flashers. 

We apologize to the group of bikes leaving Grand Rapids. Some people were upset, some joked 
about it. Mistakes happen. The lead bike misunderstood the police directions at M-46 and took the 
wrong route. There is one thing we didn't understand. We were told that some semi-trucks were in 
the line of bikes, which blocked the view from the bikes  in the back. We are not supposed to pass 
any vehicle because we need to keep the bikes together. It is too difficult to have all the bikes pass 
a vehicle and keep everyone together. We have learned many things from this ride, and we plan to 
make the necessary changes to ensure that everyone will arrive safely at each stop as planned. It 
has been suggested that we place staff members intermittently in the line of bikes. This is a great 
suggestion. It just means that we need more volunteers to assist us. 
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CD’s Corner

Speaking of volunteers, Ezra and I sold the t-shirts  along the way instead of leading the ride. Next 
year, if we don't have volunteers to sell the t-shirts along the way, we will only sell them in St. 
Ignace at the end of the ride. Ezra and I will lead the bikes next year. 

In May of 2012, we met with representatives from the Chamber of Commerce, the Visitors  Bureau 
and the Kewadin Casino of St. Ignace. At this meeting we learned that the casino would not be 
serving any kind of breakfast!!!  So, the reps from the Chamber of Commerce and Visitors  Bureau 
rallied to the occasion and made arrangements  with the Mackinac Grille Restaurant in St. Ignace 
to have a continental breakfast on this short notice.  (They usually make plans a year ahead of 
time.) So, we decided to go with this, and if the restaurant did not raise enough money to cover the 
breakfast, our chapter agreed to cover the deficit. We apologize for the inconvenience of not 
having a hot breakfast. We believe that, as a result, we did not sell as many t-shirts  as we have in 
the past, which is  unfortunate, since this donation goes to JDRF less, the cost of the shirts and the 
printing. 

Next year the ride will not terminate at the casino. We will stop at the Mackinac Grille Restaurant. 
The restaurant is next to the parking lot of the Star Line Ferry Mackinac Island. There will be plenty 
of room to accommodate our bikes. The St. Ignace Events Committee promises to have a 
permanent tent, a hot breakfast, and a place for our vendors in the front of the restaurant. The 
vendors will, hopefully, be able to set up their tables on Friday, opening for business  that day and 
Saturday instead of just one day as it has been. They will also be available to passersby who 
happen to be shopping at the St. Ignace stores. 

In conclusion, next year promises to rectify the challenges that we faced this year. We hope that in 
spite of these challenges, everyone enjoyed the ride, and now that it is over, can laugh at the 
mishaps and remember why we do this ride in the first place. It is to help raise funds for JDRF, to 
help find a cure for diabetes, and help those kids  who suffer from this  disease.  Just remember that 
everyone that was involved with The Midnight Ride has done a tremendous job in helping to find a 
cure. That is what it is all about. 

We thank everyone, from the bottom of our hears, who participated in this  year’s Midnight Ride. 
We would also like to say a very special THANK YOU to Allie & Sue Fredrick, Bobby McCraight, 
Vaughn Noble, and Rich Hoth from Romulus, MI, for presenting the donations they raised to us. 
AND to the Hammond Family (Jim & Irene Hammond) from Lawrence, MI who helped sell t-shirts 
along the way. Each has a daughter with Type I. 

And, yes, it takes more than a village. It takes many. It takes YOU. Thank you for listening,
Respectfully,
Ezra and Marilynn Bostic
GWRRA MI-G Chapter Directors
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A word about the Levels Program

The Rider Education Program of GWRRA is about providing us with the skills necessary to enjoy a 
safer and consequently more fun series of rides.  

The GWRRA Rider Education Program (REP) is intended to make the motorcycle environment 
safer by reducing injuries and fatalities and increasing motorcyclist skills and awareness.  The REP 
does not propose to have all the answers.  However, our close-working relationship with the 
Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF), as well as additional GWRRA programs and studies, has 
provided a wealth of information for use in establishing a comprehensive Rider Education Program.  
Through Commitment, Education and Application, we can reduce our accident rate significantly.  
Listed below are several benefits of a fully implemented GWRRA Rider Education Program at the 
Chapter level:

Increased rider knowledge
✦Increased rider safety skills
✦Prevention of accidents
✦Reduced injuries
✦Reduced fatalities
✦Improved general public image of motorcyclists
✦Enhanced enjoyment of motorcycle riding

The motorcycle community is already realizing many positive benefits from the GWRRA Rider 
Education Program.  Through the efforts of the Rider Education Officers and participation of the 
membership and others, we will reach our goal of establishing the safest motorcycle environment 
possible.

Level 1 simply requires the Rider and/or Co-Rider to commit to safe riding.  There are no milage 
requirements.

Level 2 improves rider safety by education and training with motorcycle safety course work.

Level 3 further improves our preparedness by additional training in CPR and First Aid.  Most 
courses include AED training.

Level 4, also known as the Masters level requirement, requires proof of your commitment to safe 
riding by the safe miles you have accumulated.  The minimum mileage is 25,000 miles accident free.

There is an annual safe mileage update you provide to the educator who in turn gets the data base 
updated.  Obviously this is much abbreviated description of the Levels Program.  Please obtain a 
brochure from Harry Emmert or go online to GWRRA.ORG and research the site.

Please carefully consider your commitment to safe riding and join the program immediately.

Graham Munsell, Educator, Chapter G, OR District I, GWRRA.
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Contact: Don & Cyndi Reed K2 CD’s 
231-796-3716  reedcy14@yahoo.com 
 

 18th Annual Anniversary  
                Celebration   

Sept. 9, 2012 11:00 am– 2:00 pm               

50/50 

Due to regulations, NO Pets 

BUFFET MENUBUFFET MENUBUFFET MENUBUFFET MENU    
    

BBQ Chicken 
Orange Glazed Ham 

Salads & Baked Beans 
Watermelon Boat 

Beverages & Dessert 
 

$13.00 single/ $25.00 couple$13.00 single/ $25.00 couple$13.00 single/ $25.00 couple$13.00 single/ $25.00 couple    

DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONSDIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS    
 
Take Hwy 131 to the Big Rapids/Perry St. 
Exit #139. Turn Rt on Perry St./M-20 to 
State St./M-20. Turn Lft following State St./
M-20 to Maple St./M-20. Turn Rt, cross the 
Muskegon River, then 1 block to stop light. 
Turn Rt, then Rt again into alley/parking lot 
at back of restaurant. 

Wild Rose Café, 708 Maple St., 
231-796-2477. 
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September Birthdays
08 Joanie Klein
12  Lyle Wright
29 Marcia Emmert

September Anniversaries
01 Ken & Ann Byxbe
02 Ron & Jan Rowe
03 Harry & Marcia Emmert
14 John & Sharon Smith
29 Howard & Ellen Stob

Have something to sell?  
Contact: Advertising 
Department
Rex Derksen
269-355-2249
randsderksen@yahoo.com
Please remember to let him know 
when you would like to have the ad 
removed, especially if the item has 
been sold.  Thank you.
 

mailto:randsderksen@yahoo.com
mailto:randsderksen@yahoo.com


STAFF CONTACTS
Region D Directors

Roger and Penny Hurley
937-698-4443

RHURLEY3@woh.rr.com

Michigan District Directors

Kim and Sandy Bargeron

kimtbar@aol.com

Assistant District Directors

Farmer and Teri Rodgers

231-893-4108

mrandmrsfarmer@yahoo.com

Michigan District Educators

Bruce & Melissa Thayer

Michigan District Trainers

Vicki and Ed Philo

 Chapter G Directors

Ezra and Marilynn Bostic

bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

616-791-4587

Chapter G Assistant Directors

TBA

Chapter G

2012 Couple of the Year

Steve and Mary Cooper

616-682-9822

SCCooper@meridianautosystems.com

Treasurer

Marcia Emmert

616-363-2159

emmert.sr@comcast.net

Web Guru

C.J. Shroll

616-437-0305

cjshroll@aol.com

Greeters & Attendance

John & Sharon Smith

Phone Tree Coordinators

Lyle and Sherrell Wright

616-361-6287

Advertising Department

Rex Derksen

269-355-2249

randsderksen@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor

Howard Stob

616-538-1087

mr.wingman@me.com

Midnight Ride Vendors

Howard Stob

616-538-1087

mr.wingman@me.com

Chapter G Brag Book

Jane Ungrey

rungrey@sbcglobal.net

Rider Ed

Harry Emmert

616-363-2159

emmert.sr@comcast.net

Chapter Photographer

Steve Cooper

616-682-9822

District Couple of the Year 2012

Rick & Esther Keeling were selected 

at Wingless Weekend 2012

Region D Couple of the Year 2012

Joe and Paula Swift were selected at 
the Region D Rally

Chapter G Website

http://www.mi-gmidnightriders.org

http://gwrra-mi-g.org/

GWRRA National Website

http://www.gwrra.org/

Region D Website

http://www.gwrra-regiond.org

Michigan District Website

http://www.gwrra-mi.org
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!

Mike’s 
Cycle
Station

(616) 784-6363

Quality Service On: Motorcycles - ATV’S 
Ice Racers / Flat Trackers / Moto X’rs

Parts &Accessories Available & Special Orders

4381 Alpine NW
Comstock Park MI 49321
mikesmcs@aol.com

Owner:
Mike Babka

HIGH !! SPEED! INTERNET
WAN! ! T1! ! DSL
Wholesale! Business! Private Network

800.897.3492          WMIS.NET
Call for a Free Digital Assessment

Dave and Jerry’s Auto Service  LLC
Brakes ! ! !          ! Mufflers
Shocks! ! ! ! Exhaust
Struts! ! ! ! Front End

M-F: 8:00-6:00   S: 8:00-3:00
3435 Plainfield NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505!   Phone: 616-447-9981

“We’ll Get Ya Down the Road”

Put your advertisement here
Contact:

Rex Derksen

269-355-2249

randsderksen@yahoo.com

No one protects the rider better 
than Allstate.
Call me for a FREE, FAST, no 
obligation quote!
616-363-9797
Allstate Insurance Company
James T. (Jim) Voogd
3535 Plainfield Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49525-2718
GWRRA #322555
jvoogd@allstate.com

Automotive
Motorcycle
Diesel
Fleet 

Hi-Performance
Snowmobile

Industrial
Marine 

Harold A. Taylor
Certified Dealer

Ph:517-204-3674
hat48911@aol.com • Advanced-Lubrication.com

“Home of the 25,000 mile oil change” 

“The First in Synthetics”  ©

mailto:mikesmcs@aol.com
mailto:mikesmcs@aol.com
mailto:randsderksen@yahoo.com
mailto:randsderksen@yahoo.com
mailto:jvoogd@allstate.com
mailto:jvoogd@allstate.com
mailto:hat48911@aol.com
mailto:hat48911@aol.com
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Don’t get run over by the insurance company!
Why you should choose Buckfire & Buckfire, P.C. for 

your Michigan motorcycle accident case:
• Highest possible rating for skill and integrity
• Top track record for settlements
• Published authors on motorcycle accidents
• NO WIN, NO FEE Lawyers
• Members of ABATE

“In my opinion, they are the best motorcycle 
accident lawyers in Michigan.” - Michael J 
Smith, former client and U.S. Army Ranger 
after receiving his $1,100.000 settlement.Attorney Dondi Vesprini

Board of Directors of 
ABATE of Michigan

Attorney Daniel Buckfire
Author of “The Ultimate Michigan 
Motorcycle Accident Handbook”Call  (800) 606-1717

www.BuckfireLaw.co

Ultimate Michigan Motorcycle
Accident Handbook

WARNING: READ THIS BOOK BEFORE YOU SPEAK TO THE INSURANCE COMPANY!

Our FREE BOOK written by top-rated Michigan motorcycle accident lawyer Daniel 
Buckfire explains the Michigan motorcycle Laws in easy to understand language.  You will 
eliminate hours of stress, confusion, and uncertainty by reading this book.  This 65 Page 
Book reveals:
• Why you need a Lawyer When Dealing With the Insurance Company
• Are You Entitled to Michigan No-Fault Insurance benefits
• How to Get The Best Money Settlement for Your Injuries
• How to find The Best Lawyer For Your Case
•How Much Pay For Motorcycle Damage Claims 

Our book sells for $14.95 but we will send it to !GWRRA members for FREE

Request Your FREE COPY at
www.MichiganMotorcycleBook.com

or call us at 1-800-606-1717

www.BuckfireLaw.com

Injured in a motorcycle accident?
You need Michigan’s Top-Rated Lawyers

http://www.MichiganMotorcycleBook.com
http://www.MichiganMotorcycleBook.com
http://www.BuckfireLaw.com
http://www.BuckfireLaw.com


GWRRA MI-G
Ezra and Marilynn Bostic
1492 Kinney NW
Walker MI 49534

Address

For specials and our ride schedule  
check our web page:
foxpowersports.com

We would like to make everyone aware of 
the brake recall Honda has issued on 
01-12 GL1800. We at Shawmut Hills would 
like you to  know we are here to inspect 
your brakes on a ‘while you wait service’. 
We would like to  take care of all your 
scheduled maintenance at the same time 
and to thank you for your business a FREE 
OIL CHANGE will be given to anyone 
having their scheduled maintenance done 
at this time.

http://foxpowersports.com/
http://foxpowersports.com/

