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Fun

Safety

& Knowledge

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION
MICHIGAN*REGION D*CHAPTER MI-G***MIDNIGHT RIDERS

Change of MEETING PLACE, DAY, and TIME.
PLACE: O’Charlie’s, 1600 E Beltline NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525
616-301-8171
Dinner and Gathering at 4:00 p.m.
Look for the SUGGESTION BOX at our gatherings. Tell us what you would change, keep the
same, or your ideas for rides, etc.
For more information, or to be added to our phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff.
See page 2 for contact information.
We hope to see you out there…...Ride Safely.
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Region D Directors

District Directors

Ron and Dianna Miller
517-851-7276

Brad & Connie Garner
517-403-7338

randdmiller@cablespeed.com

bradleygarner@comcast.net

Assistant District Directors
Farmer & Teri Rodgers
231-893-4108
Mrandmrsfarmer@yahoo.com

Chapter G Directors
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
r.vieu@att.net

Asst. Chapter G Directors
Ezra & Marilynn Bostic
616-791-4587
Bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

Chapter G 2009 Couple of the Year
Jim & Julie Meredith
616-696-3482
jamesme@chartermi.net

Chapter Educator/Rider Education
Len Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

Mail all newsletters to:

Treasurer
Marcia Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Randy & Fay Vieu
2270 Greendale Drive
Jenison,
Michigan 49428

Greeters and Attendance Takers
Current Couple of the Year

Web Guru
C.J. Shroll
616-437-0305
cjshroll@aol.com
Phone Tree Coordinators
Lyle & Sherrell Wright
616-361-6287

Advertising Department
Harry Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Membership Enhancement
John Smith
616-554-6134
Zephyr70@comcast.net

Retail Sales & Goodies
Julie Meredith
616-696-3482
jamesme@chartermi.net

50/50 Ticket Sales
TBD

Technical Advisor

Sunshine Lady
Marcia Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

To Be Announced
Newsletter Editor
Marilynn Bostic
616-791-4587
Bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

GWRRA National Website
http://www.gwrra.org

Region D Website
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org

Michigan District Website
http://www.gwrra-mi.org

Chapter G Website
www.mi-gmidnightriders.org

Stop by our website or the District or
National websites to see what’s new.

If you have any suggestions for the
chapter site, e-mail Randy or C.J.

Dick and Ginny Beardsley
District Couple of the Year
2009

Jim & Julie Meredith
Chapter Mi-G’s COY 2009

Dick & Ginny Beardsley
Region D Couple of the Year
2009-2010

Dick and Ginny were selected as
the District Couple of the Year at
Wingless Weekend 09.

Jim & Julie members of Chapter G.
Jim & Julie are the former CD’s of
Chapter G and now serve as Goodies
people and newsletter editor.

Dick and Ginny were selected as the
2009-2010 Region D Couple of the
Year at the Region D Rally.
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November Schedule

ALL RIDES (except the Midnight Ride) ARE WEATHER PERMITTING!! Sprinkle’s ok.
We will leave promptly at the time stated for each event.

Chapter Gatherings Will Change to Sunday Morning’s in October.
November

05

th

Girls’ Night Out: Meet at Susie’s Boutique on November 5 From 5:00pm to 8:00pm

for some fun and shopping for those “must-have” shoes and boots from
“Girl Candy Shoes”. 1120 Knapp ne next door to Susie’s Café,
08

To retrieve our Chapter G Mascot, meet at the Meijer Gas Station on 10 Mile Road
and US131 at 6:30 am and carpool to Houghton Lake Chapter Y’s meeting at 9:00am.
Then return for Chapter G’s meeting.
Chapter Gathering 4:00 p.m. at O’Charley’s on the East Beltline.
Come help to choose the 2010 Twenty-third Annual Midnight Ride T-shirt
Design.

21

Shipshewana on the Road at the Delta Plex on Turner Ave NW.
Excellent chance to Christmas shop. Entrance fee is $3.00 for each person.
Girls start shopping at 1pm, then meet up with the guys at TGIFriday’s on Alpine
at 5:00 pm for a relaxing dinner. PLEASE RSVP TO Marilynn Bostic
(bosticez1@sbcglobal.net0 or call 791-4587

Two Items to Remember:
1. Designs for the 2010, 23 Annual Midnight Ride t-shirts must be submitted by the November
gathering.
2. The December Christmas Auction will be held on December 6th. Time to get crafty!!!!
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CD’s Corner
Well, here come some changes again. I guess we are getting use to it. We have had a busy October,
having to replace or add a lot of staff. Our treasure stepped down, and we were also told that National
wants all the chapters to have an assistant chapter director in place by the end of the year. Fay sent out
an e-mail and we had a lot of you step up and offer to take on a position. We would like to Thank all who
stepped up. The new charges are: Ezra and Marilynn will become our assistants, Marcia is going to
become our treasure, and John Smith is going to take over the Membership enhancement position. Fay
and I are happy that we have chapter members willing to help when needed. Thank You!
It seems like we have just finished this years Midnight Ride, and already we need to be thinking about
next year’s. Tee-shirt designs were due in October, so that we could pick one to put on next yearls tee
shirt at the November gathering.
We have been discussing things to do during the winter. Some of the things that were discussed were
dinners during the winter months, maybe a progressive dinner, if we can get enough people to volunteer
their homes. If we want to have a Christmas party, we would like someone to volunteer their home or
come up with a place to have it. We still want to get your ideas for things that you want the chapter to do.
It is time to start planning rides for next year, plan for wingless weekend, and the state rally. I would like
to see more of our chapter members attend these functions. I know the costs are a concern for a lot of
us and we are trying to come up with ideas that will not cost you a lot of money to do. Sharing room’s
with another couple helps a lot. We want everyone too, to have fun and enjoy the company of each
other, lets go out and get that traveling plaque and bring home some other chapters mascots.
Randy & Fay Vieu
Chapter Directors
JDRF is having their AWARDS Celebration on November 17th at the GR Children’s Museum. Please
RSVP at the Chapter Gathering so we can tell them how many are coming from the chapter.
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Hello everyone,

]

These are pictures that were taken during our visit to the Veteran's Home on Saturday, 24 Oct, 2009.
Not much of a turnout of members, but a truly large donation, and our "Thanks" to all who helped this
year
"God Bless Our Troops"
Respectfully Submitted,
Ken & Ann Byxbe
Chapter "G" Veteran's Coordinators
] ]
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November ’09 Rider Ed Direct

To Be or Not To Be (Level IV, that is).

In the past year, we have seen tremendous growth at all Levels in the Rider Education Levels Program.
Many members are signing up for the first time and those that are already in the Levels Program are
keeping their certificates current. Getting started in the Levels Program is easy. The first step is a
commitment to ride safely.
Have you ever heard anyone say, ”No, I’m not going to be a safe rider/co-rider”? There is really no good
reason why a GWRRA member is not at least Level I. To reach the second step requires a little training. The
rider needs to take a riding course (Advanced Rider Course, Trike Course, Sidecar Course, Trailering
Course, Basic Rider Course, Experienced Rider Course, etc.) The co-rider can take a Co-Rider Course,
attend a Co-Rider Seminar or watch the Co-Rider Video.
The investment of time (1 to 8 hours, every 3 years) is small compared to what can be learned. Some
members feel that they won’t benefit from this training but those who have taken the courses and/or
seminars will tell you that they are more confident and they have become better riders/co-riders. Level II
also requires 5,000 Safe (accident free) miles. When you see a member wearing a Level II patch, you know
that they have taken the first step to increase their knowledge and that they are concerned about their safety
and the safety of those they ride with.
Advancing to Level III takes a little more effort than Level II, Along with the Riding Course, Seminar or
Video; the member must also carry a first aid kit on the bike and be current in First Aid or CPR. This
involves taking an additional one-day training class every 1 or 2 years (depending on what class is taken).
With this additional investment of time, the Level III Rider/Co-Rider is prepared to assist in an emergency
situation should one occur. A member wearing a Level III patch is not only concerned about safety. They are
also ready to deal with emergencies, care for injuries or save a life!
Level IV, the next step in the Levels Program, represents the highest level of commitment to preparedness
and safe riding. Some members choose not to move on to Level IV but the ones that do are shining examples
to the rest of the GWRRA Membership. The requirements for this Level are more stringent than for the
other Levels. In addition to fulfilling the requirements for Levels II and III the rider or co-rider must also
have been Level III for at least a year and must have 25,000 Safe Miles. This requirement ensures that the
applicant has obtained the proper training and has ridden sufficient time and distance to put that training to
actual use. The member must also be current in both First Aid and CPR certifications. The final
requirement to being a Level IV Master Tour Rider or Co-Rider seems to be the one that creates the most
discussion. All Level IV Riders and Co-Riders must “wear proper riding apparel at all times while riding.”
This is probably the biggest reason why there are not more Level IV’s than there are. Proper riding apparel
includes a DOT approved helmet, eye protection, long sleeved shirt or jacket, long pants, over the ankle
footwear and full-fingered gloves. The Level IV application also requires the applicant’s signature to the
following statement:
“I am affirming by my signature that I agree to abide by the requirements set forth by GWRRA for the
Master Tour Rider including continuing training and preparation and by riding at all times in proper riding
gear.”
The fact that there are some members who will not make the necessary commitment for Level IV tells me
that they are honest people. They know that they don’t agree to these conditions and that is all well and
good. An honest and dedicated Level I, II or III member sets a much better example than a Level IV rider
who does not follow through on their commitment. Most of us were raised with the idea that we lived up to
our word, kept our promises and we didn’t make commitments that we weren’t willing to fulfill. The act of
signing your name to something was serious and really meant something. These ideals are still alive today.
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The decision to move to Level IV is not always an easy one. If a person is honest and has any integrity at all,
this decision will not be made lightly. Some members know they will ride without gloves, boots, long sleeves
or pants or without a helmet in states where that is allowed. This is still a free country (thank God and our
Veterans) and we will each make our own decisions regarding those issues. We will each decide how much
risk we will accept. For other members the decision is easy. They know that they will always ride wearing the
proper gear.
The decision to become Level IV should not be made based on peer pressure or by what is expected of you by
others. It should be made based on what commitment you wish to make. A person who chooses not to be a
Level IV is not any less safe a rider nor are they less dedicated to the Rider Education Program. What they
are is honest with them selves. If you are a current Master Tour Rider/Co-Rider, think about the
commitment you made when you signed your name on the application. Are you setting the right example for
other members to follow? Are you living up to what you said you would do? If you are considering becoming
Level IV, think seriously about what you are about to do. Is this a commitment that you plan to follow
through on? Do you really plan to ALWAYS ride wearing proper riding gear? Level IV Master Tour
Rider/Co-Rider. To be, or not to be. That is the question. The choice is yours. Please make it with honesty
and integrity.
Ride safely out there - Len
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NovemberBirthdays
November 01:
November 09:
November 09:
November 29:

Bill Reese
Carolyn Dunlap
Marsha Homrich
Julie Meredith

November Anniversaries
November 25:
November 25:

Bruce & Carolyn Dunlap
Lynne & Jan Snyder

\\

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
For Sale:
Future Rides:
One pair of Iso-Wing Mini Floorboards for
Goldwing. Very good condition. $60 for pair.
Contact Larry at 616-527-0699.
One Ultra-Guard red and silver on bottom
Goldwing body cover for 1800cc. Used only once
and in great condition. Has grommets and hooks
with elastic bottom. $45. Contact Larry at 616-5270699.

For Sale: 2004 Gold Wing

If you have something to sell, please contact our
newsletter editor for information. The email address is:

bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
Please remember to let the editor know when you would
like to have the ad removed, especially if the item has been
sold.Thank you.

Girls’ Night Out: Meet at Susie’s Boutique on November 5th
From 5:00pm to 8:00pm for some fun and shopping for those
“must-have” shoes and boots from “Girl Candy Shoes”.

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
Future Rides & Ride Suggestions:

Please email any rides or activity ideas to
Randy Vieu, R.vieu@att.net
Robert J. Funk
H: 616-949-9886
C: 616-822-3741

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
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Susie’s Cafe
Gourmet Coffee
Breakfast Served all day
Fresh Baked Donuts
Grilled Sandwiches
Homemade Soups & Salads
Ice Cream
Wireless Internet
363-1530
1120 Knapp ne
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GWRRA MI-G
Randy & Fay Vieu
2270 Greendale Drive
Jenison, Mi. 49428
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