Our monthly meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at O’Malley’s restaurant located at 5080
Alpine Ave NW at 7:00 PM. Dinner is ordered from the menu at 6:30. Saturday, Sunday and week night rides
will leave from central locations and will vary with the destination. For more information, or to be added to our
phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff. See page 2 for contact information. We hope to see you out
there…...Ride Safely.
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Region D Directors
Tom & Sandy Taggart

District Directors
Chris & Sally Bobek
248-852-8537
chrisbobek@comcast.net

Assistant District Directors
Lewis & Linda Randall
231-972-8742
llrandall@centurytel.net

Chapter G Directors
Jim & Julie Meredith
616-696-3482
Jamesme@chartermi.net

Asst. Chapter G Director

Chapter G 2006 Couple of the Year,
Lyle & Sherry Wright
616-361-6287

Chapter Educator/Rider Education
Len Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

Mail all newsletters to:

Ttaggart@frognet.net

Wing News Reporters
Dave & Karen Doyle
616-866-8438
dfdkld@charter.net
Ride Coordinator
| Newletter Editor
Ezra Bostic
| Marilynn Bostic
616-791-4587
Bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

To Be Announced

Jim & Julie Meredith
13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs,
Michigan 49319

Treasurer
Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net
Web Guru
C.J. Shroll
616-437-0305
cjshroll@aol.com

Secretary
Jean Rackes
616-458-2393
bikergma1@aol.com

Phone Tree Coordinators
Lyle & Sherrell Wright
616-361-6287

Greeters and Attendance Takers
Bill and Dorothy Reese
616-984-2588

Public Relations Coordinator

Retail Sales & Goodies
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Advertising Department
Harry Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Technical Advisor & Photographer

GWRRA National Website
http://www.gwrra.org

Region D Website
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/

Michigan District Website
http://www.gwrra-mi.org

Chapter G Website
www.mi-gmidnightriders.org

Stop by our website or the
District or National websites to
see what’s new.

If you have any suggestions for
the chapter site, e-mail Jim or
Len.

Jim & Brenda Pennington
Region D Couple of the Year 2005

Pete & Sherry Wright
Chapter Mi-G’s COY for 2006

Bob and Nancy Natter
Michigan Couple of the Year 2006

To Be Announced

To Be Announced

WOW! It is our joy and an honor for us
to be selected as the Region D Couple of Pete & Sherry long time members of
the Year 2005-2006. This is a very
Chapter G serving as phone tree
exciting time in our lives, and with all the coordinators now our Couple of the Year.
oomph we have, we want to do our best
to represent and serve Region D

Page 2

Sunshine Lady
Marcia Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Bob and Nancy were selected as the
2006 Michigan District Couple of the
Year at our 2006 Wingless
Weekend. Please give them your
congratulations when you see them.

Hi folks. As a first timer on the Midnight Ride this year, I simply had to expound about it. I had never heard of the
Midnight Ride until earlier this summer..........the very end of June, in fact, as I was informed by a young lady working a
gasoline quick-stop. In fact, that petrol stop was my first stop as I started an extensive motorcycle trip that took me up
thru & across Michigan, then Wisconsin, Minnesota, N. Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, S. Dakota, back thru Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Illinois, then Indiana, and back home into Michigan. I saw Glacier Nat. Park, Yellowstone, Custer's Last
Stand, Devil's Tower, Mt. Rushmore, the Black Hills, and finally the Badlands before returning home. I arrived back home
on the 11th day in the afternoon and had traveled 4,313 miles. My travels were on a 2002 Honda VTX, which I named the
"Lady of the Road", and became my first motorcycle in over 25 years (long story).
Because I work 3rd shift, I did not go to bed until that afternoon on the eve of the Midnight Ride. It was my intentions to hit
the road at around 8 to 9 PM even earlier as I knew we had a rain cell coming across on a rendezvous heading with me. I
overslept! Departing from a Sturgis mailing address, I pulled out of the Centreville Shell quick-mart at 10 PM with a full
tank of gas. I had rain all the way to GR. However, most of it was light and in some spots, the pavement was even dry.
North of Martin and still south of GR, I hit the rain hard. It was so bad I could not see as my glasses were all spotted from
the rain. I pulled over under an overpass, wiped off my glasses, had a smoke, and in about 10 minutes, the rain lessened
up a little. Battling time I pulled out and continued on with a pleasant surprise that I had not had to go much further and
the rain quit all together with dry pavement.
As those that attended the Midnight Ride already know, we could not have asked for better weather and conditions that
night for the ride. It was my first time. Like so many others I was awestruck when certain areas would appear that would
allow a rider to view vast distances ahead and he would see a never ending line of red taillights. There were places
where I observed in my mirrors the same for headlights to my rears. It was
awesome! To put it in a different perspective, of all the places I have journeyed this
summer.........of all the sights I have seen from the topside of the "Lady", I would put
the Midnight Ride in second place only to Glacier National Park. (If you have the
opportunity to travel some summer, and you can only go one place, choose Glacier
Nat. Park. You won't regret it!) It amazed me how so many people could come
together under one reason/cause. The only two other things I would expect the
same results would be either some form of Christian crusade in a large city or a
ballgame. Upon arriving at the casino and in talking with others, I heard that not only
were there the usual tail gunners bringing up the rear, but also an ambulance along
with a trucked large trailer. If anyone had never made a journey of any length on a cycle, and was concerned about
motorcycle problems, troubles, and/or breakdowns, the Midnight Ride would certainly be their best endeavor.
My response to those that asked me what the Midnight Ride was like received the usual three-word response from me. I
would answer them, "Awesome! Totally awesome!"
Michael W. Tribbett

tribs49@peoplepc.com
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For Sale:

For Sale:

Dunlop Graspic DS-1 Studless Snow Tires - Size
195/65R15 mounted on steel rims with a 4x115mm bolt
pattern. Tires are approximately 4 years old, however, only
have around 5,000 miles on them. $150.00

Ford Expedition 1997-2002 Cargo Liner Tray - $40
Roper Washer and Dryer Set - $200
For the above items:
Please call Jim at 616-446-0535

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
Future Rides:
There are no future rides to post at this time.
Please email any rides to the following address:
bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
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Chapter Director’s Ramblings
Wow I can’t believe it’s already Fall. Well it actually won’t be fall until Saturday but it sure feels like it today.
However, just because the season’s change doesn’t mean it’s time to quit riding. I think that this time of the year is some
of the best riding. Cool crisp mornings with the leaves changing are ideal. You can always add layers to keep warm but
once you get to a certain point you can’t shed any more to get cool. But with the changing of the seasons, there are a few
things to watch out for. Our four-wheel friends may not be as aware of motorcycles as they are in the summer. We also
have to watch out for those pesky leaves that fall from the trees and sit on the roads, they can be quite slippery. So let’s
be a little extra careful out there.
It looks like October will be busy. We have the appreciation lunch on the 8th and we’re planning a ride (motorcycle
or car) to Houghton Lake to check out places to stop for next year’s Midnight Ride. I know Ezra’s putting together some
fun things to do on the other weekends in October. Can anyone say Halloween party? Had a real good time last year with
some funny looking bee’s, rabbits, etc.
Hopefully everyone’s putting his or her creative hats on to come up with a design for next year’s Midnight Ride tee
shirt. We need to make a decision so we can move forward on getting them printed. Remember that we want to get our
sponsors lined up and get the money in before the end of December. The more sponsors we get the more we can give to
JDRF. I did receive word from Meijer’s in Rockford that they are happy to have us start next years Midnight Ride from
their lot. One thing that we did not talk about at the last meeting was the photo at the JDRF walk. It is on September 30th
this year. If anyone can make it for the photo, please meet at Ah-Nab-Awen Park at 9:00 am.

Until we see you again take care and ride safely.
Jim & Julie Meredith

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
Emails Received About Our Midnight Ride
From Joy Thompson:
…My husband, Steve, and I have been doing this ride for a couple 3 years now, and we think this is one of the
best rides we do. We also mailed in some donations and we have so much fun….
From Gary Lear of Ohio:
…We rode with you on the Midnight Ride…. My wife and I raised over $800.00 for JDRF. We had a great time
and will come up from Ohio to do it again next year….
From Cindi Archer of Rose City MI:
We just returned home this evening from participating in the Midnight Ride. I just want to let you know that it is
the best ride we have been on all year!! Fantastic Organization!! We hope we’ll be invited to come along again next year.
We can hardly wait!!!
From Tom Hawkins of Stephentown, New York:
I was able to come from NY this year and ride with your chapter on the Midnight Ride to the Bridge. I have to say
it was the most organized and fun ride I have ever been on. I was in awe at the number of bikes and the smooth way
everything rolled along from rest stops to gas stops. I have been on many rides here in NY for different causes, but
nothing compared to this. I can’t say enough good about it, and how fun it was…. I am already looking forward to next
year’s ride and making plans to attend….
From Marco
I did the Midnight Ride with you for the third time last night. I spoke to a guy that was videotaping and he said he
was going to make DVD’s to sell on the net. I think that was a great idea and I know I would like one…You guys put on a
well organized ride and I enjoy most of it and I plan on continuing my riding with you on a yearly basis and supporting your
cause….

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
Midnight Ride Results
We raised approximately $18,000 for JDRF and there were approximately 2,500 motorcycles that crossed the
Mackinac Bridge.
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The Co-Riders’ Corner

Jean Rackes would like co-riders to take a survey. Which shoulder of the rider do you look over, the right or left? Does
this make a difference the way the bike handles and can the rider tell the difference? Please email me at
bikergma1@aol.com. I would like the opinions of others. Thank you.

Please send your contributions to the following email address: bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
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Uninvited Guests
Providence Bay Campground, Canada
by: Teresa Lasher
Shuffle-Shuffle. What’s that noise? Who’s there? In the next instant, I knew the zipper of our tent would be
opening. Quick--think fast! Did I have a weapon close by? The only weapon I could think of was a flashlight. I could beat
him/her with it. But I wasn’t sure how effective a flashlight would be to scare a perpetrator. What if I shone it directly into
their eyes and blinded them the moment the tent opened and yelled, “Get out of here!” Trouble is, if these were serious
thieves/muggers—that desperate act might only intimidate and do more harm than good. Maybe it was just a camper who
had lost his/her way. Maybe someone had a bit too much to drink. When its pitch dark outside, don’t all campsites and
tents look alike? When nature calls at 2:00 a.m. and it’s chilly outdoors, a body just wants to get back into a warm
sleeping bag.
A bit more shuffling. Sleepwalker? Drunk? What were they after? The noises subsided. I closed my eyes and
pretended I was dreaming. Our Gold Wing had served us well that long day as we toured Bruce Peninsula, Canada. At
last we arrived at Tobermory at the north end of the peninsula. Our journey over land was temporarily interrupted. We
were at the end of land, so we purchased tickets and boarded the Chi-Cheemaun. We were tired and ready for a break.
My husband, Steve, drove our motorcycle onto the ferry bound for Manitoulin Island. The ferryboat ride lasted about an
hour and a half. Along the way, we took pictures of Lake Huron lighthouses. A curious lake gull, taking advantage of a
favorable wind current, hovered within inches of our heads. A day in the sun riding along and taking in the sights makes a
body thankful for a place to rest.
Scratch-Scratch. Maybe I was just imagining the racket outside my tent. I’ll just close my eyes again and go back
to my dreaming….
Fast-forward the clock to 6:30 or 7:00 a.m. The tent zipper opens and my hubby pokes his head inside and says,
“Hope that brand-new loaf of bread wasn’t on the menu for breakfast. I think we had a visitor or two during the night.”
It never dawned on my city brain that our visitor was not human, but furry! At another more rustic campsite, I’d
read with amusement a brochure entitled, “Bear Campsite” protocol. The brochure described how savvy tent campers
should stash all food items and cookware inside their vehicles. I laughed as I read that even toothpaste should be in a
safe and secure location after dark so as not to lure unwanted furry guests. Obviously, we did not take the warnings to
heart. I figured this particular tent/trailer campground wasn’t in a deep provincial park. It bordered the longest sandy beach
of Providence Bay, Canada. Apparently, furry critters thought differently than my brain. We had even discussed the
location of that same loaf of bread before retiring the night before.
“Everything all set out here before we check out? What about the loaf of bread? Think it will be okay hiding under
the dishpan?
“Should be fine,” responded my husband.
NOT!! Sandy, raccoon shaped prints were strategically placed all over
our gear (see picture.) Upon closer examination, our furry varmint-guest had
attempted to unzip our large duffel supply bag with his clever hand-paws. The
task of unzipping it proved unsuccessful--or maybe the hungry critter was
drawn to the scent atop our picnic table. Our freshly purchased large loaf of
bread was entirely consumed. Scant remains of the plastic wrapping lay in
shreds along the boundary of our site at the foot of a nearby pine tree. Not one
morsel of the bread remained. Guess you could say we did our part to feed
the neighborhood. I’m just thankful our uninvited guests didn’t join me in my
warm sleeping bag!
~Teresa and her husband, Steve, logged over 2500 miles on their candy red Gold Wing for a two weeks this summer.
Husband and wife duo visited cousins in Port Huron, took bridge over to Canada, up through Bruce Peninsula up to Tobermory, ferry
over to Manitoulin Island and the North Channel. Waterfalls, lighthouses, birds and spectacular sunsets were photographed along the
journey. Toured Lake Huron, remainder of Canada then went through customs at Ste. Sault Marie into the Upper Peninsula. Crossed
through Wisconsin into Minnesota to visit their precious granddaughter, Liberty Hope, in Clearwater, Minnesota (outside of
Minneapolis). After visiting family, set GPS for Milwaukee and boarded the Lake Express and enjoyed a VERY FAST trip back to
Muskegon, Michigan.

(Please see next page for more Pictures)
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October Rider Education
1.)
Ride assuming that you and your motorcycle are totally invisible to motorists. That means you must never assume
that drivers can see you. The odds are, they can't so believe it yourself and always have an "out" for dangerous traffic
situations. Motorcycle Safety depends on you.
2.)
Leave plenty of space in front and back and to the sides from all other vehicles. Be an island. Stay away from
traffic as much as possible. This gives you more visibility and more time to react to situations.
3.)
Anticipate trouble situations and know what to do when you see them. Analyze what vehicles are doing and try to
predict the outcome. Then make sure you're ready to avoid a bad traffic situation.
3.)
Beware of oncoming motorists turning left in front of you at intersections. This is the leading cause of death of
motorcycle riders. I'm deadly serious here. I have personally lost many friends to this accident. If you only remember one
tip here, let it be this one. Slow down before you enter an intersection. Have an escape route planned. Stay visible. Don't
travel too close to cars in front of you. Position your bike so it can be seen by the left turner. Eye contact is not
enough.
4.)
ride.

Don't try to keep up with your friends who may be more experienced. Know your personal limits. Ride your own

5.)

Beware of taking curves that you can't see around. A parked truck or a patch of sand may be awaiting you.

7.)
Do not give in to road rage and try to "get even" with another rider or motorist. If you follow these tips, most likely
you won't fall victim to road rage. It's better to calm down, slow down, and collect your thoughts first. Then continue and
enjoy the ride. That's what we're all out there for in the first place.
6.)
If someone is tailgating you, either speed up to open more space or pull over and let them pass. Life is too short.
Remember that a bike can stop faster than a car so you don't want a truck on your tail when you find yourself trying to
brake to avoid an accident. Also, don't tailgate the vehicle in front of you. Oncoming drivers can't see you. (The MSF
suggests signaling and then moving out of the lane, not speeding up.)
9.)
Beware of riding your motorcycle into sun glare. All it takes is turning a corner and finding the sun either directly in
your face or passing straight through your windshield. Some helmets have shields to block the sun. Face shields help
somewhat. But sometimes you just find yourself blinded by the light. Slow down, pull over, shield your eyes and look for a
way to change direction.
10.)
Avoid Riding at Night: Avoid riding at night, especially late Saturday night and early Sunday when drunken drivers
may be on the road. It goes without saying that you shouldn't drink and ride. Going bar hopping? Leave the bike at home
and find a designated driver. Also, in Michigan as in other states the deer population is much more active in early
morning and late evening. If you see one, there are probably others just behind it. Slow down generally and be
sure to slow down for the followers.
The above article was written by Walter Kern and taken from the website - Aboutmotorcyles.com.
Even though most of these ideas will be familiar to our readers, it never hurts to remind yourself of good suggestions.
Bold, Underlined and struck through sections were changed or added by me,
Ride Safely, Len.

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
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October Schedule
October 1 we will do a Farmers’ Market Ride around the area. We will meet at Susie's* at 9 am.
On October 8, we will have a Thank You Lunch for those who
helped on the Midnight Ride. The lunch will be at Long Lake. It
will be a chili dump. For those who are helping with set up, we
will meet at the park at 11 am to help set up, Lunch will begin at
Noon till? (Please see map at the right. We will be at the
open shelter on Long Lake Road).
October 15 we will ride to Houghton Lake. We will meet at
Harley's Mobil on 14 mile and Northland Drive 9am RAIN or
SHINE, Bikes or Cars.
October 22 we will be taking a Color Tour to see the changing
leaves. We will meet at Suzie's* at 9 am
October 28 Halloween Party, hosted by Ezra and Marilynn
Bostic at 1492 Kinney NW. The haunting begins at 6:30 pm.
Please bring a snack to share.

Here
>>>>X

October 29 we will continue our Covered Bridges Ride. We
will meet at Susie's* at 9 am
November 5 meet at Susie's* at 9 am ride if possible weather permitting
Hopefully there will be more rides in November. We are looking for suggestions for meeting times and
places to go. Please think of rides you would like to take for November and next year. Send your suggestions to
bosticez1@.sbcglobal.net. Thank you.

* Susie’s is on Knapp NE just west of Fuller NE.
***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
One More Email Received About Our Midnight Ride
From Jerry and Kandy Guest of Chapter E Waterford Wings:
…I found out about the Ride from a friend about 2 years ago…I just purchased my first GoldWing at the age of 63, got to
ride it twice, suffered heart trouble, had a quad by-pass, and sat there for 8 months looking at it, and wondering if I would
ever …sit on it again. Since I did make it thru the surgery, and returned to work, I’ll never forget the words of my friend,
Norris. He said, “Jerry, before you die, you have to do the Midnight Ride just once in your life. You’ll never forget it.”
Well, this was the year. After everything I heard…the good and the bad stories…I got more than I expected. The bikes,
people, the friendliness, the darkness, the headlights, the taillights, the togetherness, even the chase vehicles … those
unbelievable people on the overpasses on I-75 at 3:30AM, and especially as you near the Bridge. It was like an Army
Convoy coming in to wipe out the enemy. As it started to break day, you could start to see a little farther, all those folks
cheering you on, the adrenalin starts to flow. It is almost too much. The Midnight Ride is the most monstrous undertaking
I have ever seen in civilian life. Looking around me I saw faces of every age, bikes of all makes, and mostly smiles, and
then you remember what it’s all for..KIDS, JDRF. This is what people can do when they band together….My wife spent
several weeks collecting donations for this ride, which we turned in at St. Ignace, which, by the way, was the farthest I
have ever ridden. Norris, on the other hand, has only missed the Midnight Ride 3 times since it’s origin. Bless his heart.
You can read all you want, look at all the pictures you want, but the real magnitude of this event cannot be described in
words. You just have to be there. When you are the 73rd motorcycle to exit the e-way onto a street blocked by the local
police, and go 100 yds into a gas station, fill your gas tank, pull off to the side, let you wife go into the station to use the
restroom, come back out and the bikes are still coming off the e-way, you START to realize what you are a part of…. The
best part is knowing that a child may benefit just because you did the ride. These folks of Chapter G deserve the biggest
trophy in the world. GOD BLESS AMERICA.
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Advertising Space Available
Right Here

Page 11

Come visit us at West
Shore
Motorsports let us show
you why we’re the best...
2371 Henry St. Muskegon Mi. 49441
Call 1-800-962-0979
Or 1-231-759-0979

GWRRA MI-G
Jim & Julie Meredith
13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs, Mi. 49319
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