
 

 Friends         For         Fun         Safety               Knowledge 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
Michigan*Region D*Chapter MI-G***Midnight Riders 

MEETING PLACE, DAY, and TIME 
***NEW Place: Golden Corral 

3461 Alpine Ave NW 
Grand Rapids MI 49544 

Breakfast 8:00am and Gathering at 9:00 AM 
Look for the SUGGESTION BOX at our gatherings.  Tell us what you would change, keep the same, or your ideas for rides, etc. 

For more information, or to be added to our phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff. 
See page 2 for contact information. 

We hope to see you out there.....Ride Safely. 
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Region D Directors 
Ron and Dianna Miller 

517-851-7276 
randdmiller@cablespeed.com 

Michigan District Directors 
Bill & Vicky Young 

734-301-3492 
wvyoungsr@comcast.net 

Assistant District Directors 
Farmer & Teri Rodgers 

231-893-4108 
Mrandmrsfarmer@yahoo.com 

Chapter G Directors 
Randy & Fay Vieu 

616-662-1399 
R.vieu@att.net 

Acting Asst. Chapter G Directors 
TBA 

Chapter G 2010 Couple of the Year 
Ken & Ann Byxbe 

616-647-4411 
nascarann1@gmail.com 

Chapter Educator/Rider Education 
Len Snyder 

616-676-1964 
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com 

Treasurer 
Marcia Emmert 
616-363-2159 

Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net 

Ride Coordinator 
TBD 

Mail all newsletters to: 
 

Randy & Fay Vieu 
2270 Greendale Drive 

Jenison, MI 49428 Web Guru 
C.J. Shroll 

616-437-0305 
cjshroll@aol.com 

Greeters & Attendance Takers 
Ken & Ann Byxbe 

Brag Book Editor 
Marilyn Bostic 
616-791-4587 

Bosticez1@sbcglobal.net 

Phone Tree Coordinators 
Lyle & Sherrell Wright 

616-361-6287 

Advertising Department 
Harry Emmert 
616-363-2159 

Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Enhancement 
John Smith 

616-554-6134 
zephyr70@comcast.net 

Retail Sails & Goodies 
Julie Meredith 

616-3363-3482 
jamesme@chartermi.net 

50/50 Ticket Sales 
TBD 

Technical Advisor 
TBD 

 

Chapter G Website 
http://www.mi-gmidnightriders.org 

Newletter Editor 
Howard Stob 
616-538-1087 

mr.wingman@me.com 

Midnight Ride Vendors 
Howard Stob 
616-538-1087 

mr.wingman@me.com 

GWRRA National Website 
http://www.gwrra.org/ 

Region D Website 
http://gwrra-regiond.org 

Michigan District Website 
http://www.gwrra-mi.org 

Tim & Pam Hanson 
District Couple of the Year 2010 

 

Ken & Ann Byxbe 
Chapter MI-Gʼs COY 2010 

Kirby & Sandy White 
Region D Couple of the Year 

2010-2011 

 
Tim & Pam were selected as the 

District Couple of the Year at 
Wingless Weekend 2010 

Ken & Ann are members of Chapter G.  
They are our U.S. Veterans' coordinators.  

Ken is one of the tailgunners for the 
Midnight Ride. 

Kirby & Sandy were selected as the 
2010-2011 Region D Couple of the 

Year at the Region D Rally. 
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Chapter G Summer Rides 

Rides will be Weather Permitting 
 
We will take a ride after the Gatherings starting in June. 
 
Wednesday night rides.  We can either join another chapter for dinner, or just ride. (Ice Cream will most likely 
be found.) Will be decided monthly. 
 

October Ride Schedule 
 

Anniversary Party 
Chapter V 

Oct 2, 2010 
 

DR - J Fun Run 
Chapter R-2 Ionia 

Oct 2, 2010 
 

Hoe Down 
Chapter F  

Oct. 9, 2010 
 

25th Anniversary  & Halloween Party 
Chapter Y 

Oct. 9, 2010 
 

Anniversary Party 
Chapter F2 

Oct. 16, 2010 
 

Rootin' Tootin"  
Chapter J 

Oct. 16, 2010 
 

Spaghetti Dinner Fun Raiser 
Chapter W-2 
Oct 17, 2010 

 
MI District Fall Officers Meeting 

Oct 23, 2010 
 

For complete links to the above, go to: 
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/ 
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After our little bit of trouble I thought I would talk about the Battery in your bike. As most of 
you know Fay and I had bike trouble on this year’s midnight ride and I thought I would share 
my experience with you so that it might not happen to you.  It all started a couple of years ago 
when I read a article on batteries, and after four years they can just go bad. Well mine was six 
years and I thought I would replace it. I bought a battery that was supposed to be better ad last 
longer than the original battery.  This battery was only two years and four months old so I did 
not think that I had to worry about it.  But I look back at things now and see that the battery was 
giving me some trouble, and that should have been a warning sign.  I have not kept the battery 
on a trickle charger and just charged the battery  as needed.  We started the ride with a weak 
battery and then over loaded the ability of the battery to kept up with all the lights and heated 
items we had going on the bike. I don’t think that the rain had anything to do with the bike not 
starting when we got to Houghton Lake. The battery was completely dead and would not start 
so we were going to try to jump start it. Mistake one do not jump a bike from a running car it’s 
ok to use a car as long as is not running.   A car puts out to much voltage that the bike wiring 
system cannot handle.  So we blow out three fuses and three resistors.  We had to leave the bike 
in Houghton lake and come back after the ride to try to fix it. We went to Hacker Yamaha to 
buy parts and saw a trailer there also. We came back to the bike with a new battery and tried to 
install it, I hooked up the positive cable and when I tried to attach the negative side all I got was 
sparks. We called the dealer and had them bring the trailer to us and loaded the bike onto the 
trailer for the trip home. I finally got it over to John to fix and a quick look and he said I had the 
wrong battery. I looked down and the positive and negative were on the opposite sides than 
they should have been. I really felt like a dope at this point for not checking but the battery only 
goes in one way.  John fixed the bike and we are back on the road again he said that we over 
loaded the maximum charging capacity of the bike. John also said that you should change the 
battery after three riding seasons. It seems to me like a wise idea as we don’t want to have to go 
thru this again. I will always kept the battery on a maintenance charger and replace it after three 
seasons. 
 

Randy & Fay Vieu 
Chapter Directors 
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Chapter G Educator/Rider Education 
Len Snyder 

October 2010 Rider Education 
 

 
 

  
I was reading the September 2010 Motorcycle Consumer News the other day and there was an 
article in it that talked about the new Harley Davidson CVO (Custom Vehicle Operations) program. 
You can get the specially set up new Harley’s for anywhere from $29,599.00, ($5000 dollars more 
than Harley’s current top of the line), to a high of $35,999.  That sure seems like a ton of money for 
some extra paint and doo-dads. 
 
So far the Gold Wings aren’t that expensive but if the current trend continues, they’ll get there 
eventually. With the cost of a new motorcycle getting so expensive it’s that much more important to 
do as much of your own maintenance as you can because the service costs won’t be too far behind. 
If you’re worried about what it’s going to cost you to continue riding, buy yourself a service manual.  If 
you’ve never done any of your own work before, the service manual gives you all of the information 
you need to change tires, install brake pads; change plugs and replace air filters, oil filters and more.  
 
The manuals are written well, they are fairly easy to understand having both text and photos of 
appropriate areas and if you’re interested in doing your own work, they will allow you to adjust your 
throttle, clutch cables, remove/replace brake and head lights, and many other things that would cost 
you a ton of money if done at the dealer.  
 
The other, and if you’ve been paying any attention to my ramblings for the last several years, the best 
thing that working on your own motorcycle can do, is to help you learn about your motorcycle, what 
things belong where and how they are put together and how they’re supposed to work.  
 
Why do I think that this is so important? The answer’s simple but is really a two-part answer. First, if 
you’re out on the road miles away from home and your bike suddenly starts acting up, and if you’ve 
been doing your own repairs/maintenance, you may have a better chance of figuring out how to fix 
the problem and continue on your way.  
 
Second, and most of you have heard me say before that I think it’s the most important reason: If 
you’re familiar with your motorcycle, the way it works and the shape it’s in, you will notice little things 
that may make a huge difference in the safety and the 'enjoyability' of your next ride. Because you are 
repairing items on the bike regularly you will find loose bolts, nuts and frayed or broken connections. 
The amount of comfort derived from knowing that everything on your motorcycle is in the best shape 
it can be will make that next ride even more fun for you and your co-rider. 
 
      Ride Safe, Len 
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October Birthdays 
 

 04 Jim Meredith 
 14 Ellen Stob 
  

 
October Anniversaries 

 
 22 Mike & Joyce Zagumny 
 
 

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~**
* 
For Sale: 
One pair of Iso-Wing Mini Floorboards for Goldwing.  Very 
good condition.  $60 for pair. 
Contact Larry Roberts  at 616-527-0699 
 
***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~*** 
 
1998 Champagne GL-1500 SE, 97,000 miles.  
Near new battery and tires. Recently ridden 
after storage, no apparent problems.  Book 
$7,700, will take $7,000. 
  
231-464-7164 
chappel@t-one.net 
Ron Chappel 

 
Have something to sell?  Contact: 

Advertising Department 
Harry Emmert 
616-363-2159 

Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net 
Please remember to let him know when you would like to 
have the ad removed, especially if the item has been 
sold.  Thank you. 

Future Rides 
 
Future Rides and Ride suggestions: 
Please email any rides or activities to: 
Randy Vieu R.vieu@att.net  
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Susieʼs Cafe 
 

GOURMET COFFEE 
BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 

FRESH BAKED DONUTS 
GRILLED SANDWICHES 

HOMEMADE SOUPS & SALADS 
ICE CREAM 

WIRELESS INTERNET 
 

363-1530 
1120 KNAPP NE 

This space for rent This space for rent 
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GWRRA MI-G 
Randy & Fay Vieu 
2270 Greendale Drive 
Jenison. MI 49428 

 


