Our monthly meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at O’Malley’s restaurant located at 5080
Alpine Ave NW at 7:00 PM. Dinner is ordered from the menu at 6:30. Saturday, Sunday and week night rides
will leave from central locations and will vary with the destination. For more information, or to be added to our
phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff. See page 2 for contact information. We hope to see you out
there…...Ride Safely.
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Region D Directors
Tom & Sandy Taggart

District Directors
Chris & Sally Bobek
248-852-8537
chrisbobek@comcast.net

Assistant District Directors
Lewis & Linda Randall
231-972-8742
llrandall@centurytel.net

Chapter G Directors
Jim & Julie Meredith
616-696-3482
Jamesme@chartermi.net

Asst. Chapter G Director
Dave Klein

Chapter G 2006 Couple of the Year,
Lyle & Sherry Wright
616-361-6287

Chapter Educator/Rider Education
Len Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

Mail all newsletters to:

Treasurer
Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Ttaggart@frognet.net

Wing News Reporters
Dave & Karen Doyle
616-866-8438
dfdkld@charter.net
Ride Coordinator
| Newletter Editor
Ezra Bostic
| Marilynn Bostic
616-791-4587
Bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

Jim & Julie Meredith
13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs,
Michigan 49319

Web Guru
C.J. Shroll
616-437-0305
cjshroll@aol.com

Secretary
Jean Rackes
616-458-2393
bikergma1@aol.com

Phone Tree Coordinators
Lyle & Sherrell Wright
616-361-6287

Greeters and Attendance Takers
Bill and Dorothy Reese
616-984-2588

Public Relations Coordinator

Retail Sales & Goodies
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Advertising Department
Harry Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Technical Advisor & Photographer

GWRRA National Website
http://www.gwrra.org

Region D Website
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/

Michigan District Website
http://www.gwrra-mi.org

Chapter G Website
www.mi-gmidnightriders.org

Stop by our website or the
District or National websites to
see what’s new.

If you have any suggestions for
the chapter site, e-mail Jim or
Len.

Jim & Brenda Pennington
Region D Couple of the Year 2005

Pete & Sherry Wright
Chapter Mi-G’s COY for 2006

Bob and Nancy Natter
Michigan Couple of the Year 2006

To Be Announced

To Be Announced

WOW! It is our joy and an honor for us
to be selected as the Region D Couple of Pete & Sherry long time members of
the Year 2005-2006. This is a very
Chapter G serving as phone tree
exciting time in our lives, and with all the coordinators now our Couple of the Year.
oomph we have, we want to do our best
to represent and serve Region D

Page 2

Sunshine Lady
Marcia Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Bob and Nancy were selected as the
2006 Michigan District Couple of the
Year at our 2006 Wingless
Weekend. Please give them your
congratulations when you see them.

A recent article from Motorcycle Consumer News. Some food for thought, Len.
DON'T REMEMBER where or when this event took place but several years ago I was at some kind of motorcycle safety conference when I heard a speech by someone representing the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety (IIHS). For those of you unfamiliar with this outfit, it is a large PR and governmental lobbying agency
funded by the major insurance companies. To say that the IIHS has an anti-motorcycling bias would be a major
understatement. If they had their way, motorcycles would be eliminated from the traffic mix entirely, so that
their member companies could quit having to pay out claims when their four-wheeled customers run us down.
Anyway, in this particular speech, the IIHS representative made the point that rider education programs were
not only useless, but that they had research indicating that it might actually be harmful, and a contributing factor
to rising accident rates. Their contention was that if a rider was trained to operate his bike better, and to avoid
road and traffic hazards, the training also somehow imbued them with a false sense of self-confidence, thereby
subconsciously encouraging them to take more and greater risks when riding than they might otherwise have, if
they hadn't had the training.
I suppose, with some insane stretch of convoluted logic, some people might actually be able to see some kind of
truth to that, but to me it just sounded like one of the stupidest things I'd ever heard, and I told the IIHS rep just
that to his face. In fact, I suggested that if he really believed the crap he was spouting, perhaps for his flight
back home from the conference he should try to find an airline pilot who had absolutely no flight safety
training. This, by his own reasoning, would ensure that the pilot would not expose him or the other passengers
to any unnecessary risks. I'm sorry to say he did not respond to my reasoning, but just scowled and turned
away.
Recently, I saw this same stupid theory, in a slightly modified form, crop up on one of those Internet bulletin
boards about motorcycling. This time, some guy was expounding that wearing a motorcycle helmet somehow
imbued the rider with what he called the "Superman Syndrome." Like the IIHS reps take on safety training, this
theory says that if you wear a helmet, it gives you a false sense of confidence and a feeling of invulnerability,
which in turn results in increased risk-taking and, of course, greater accident rates. Now personally, I am not in
favor of mandatory helmet laws, but I also believe in wearing a helmet when I ride. To me, it is a matter of personal choice, and a freedom that I enjoy as an American citizen.
But I certainly would not use a stupid argument like this to try to convince anyone not to wear a helmet. In fact,
I might suggest that if this theory held any water, then the same could be said for wearing leather chaps,
armored jackets, gloves, eye protection or even motorcycle boots. If wearing protective gear gives a rider a
sense of invulnerability, then it stands to reason that we should mandate that all riders henceforth only be
allowed to operate their machines buck naked. That way, none of us would ever take any unnecessary risks,
right?
Back around 1970 I attended one of my first-ever motorcycle rallies in Denver, CO. There, sitting at a picnic
table with a bunch of veteran riders who had just learned I was a rookie, I received my initial stock of
motorcycling wisdom. I'm sure they all meant well as they spent the afternoon educating me on the following:
1. A void using the front brake whenever possible. In a panic situation it will only cause you to be thrown over
the handlebars and into traffic.
2. Buy fingerless gloves. Otherwise, you won't be able to "feel" the bike's controls.
3. If the law allows, don't wear a helmet. Where it is a law, get one of those little skull caps. A regular helmet
will take away your peripheral vision, so you can't see cars coming from the side, and in Warm weather, it will
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cause your brain to overheat.
4. Pull the baffles out of your mufflers. If your bike is too quiet, car drivers won't hear you coming and will run
you down.
5. In almost any kind of emergency situation, you are better off to "lay the bike down " and bail out, than you
are to try to brake or swerve.
6. To keep from overheating (which will cause you to lose your concentration), when riding in the heat, wear
only a T-shirt, and maybe even shorts.
7. When going around a low speed turn, drag your feet so you can "catch" the bike if it starts to fall over. Same
for when starting out or coming to a stop.
8. Having a couple of beers before a ride will help you stay "loose. In the event of an accident, your injuries will
be less severe, because you won't tense up.
I'm sure there was more, but that is all I remember these days. I suppose I'm lucky to have survived the 10 years
or so it took me to slowly unlearn all those bits of "wisdom." And to this day, I often feel a bit sorry for some
riders I see actually following some of these practices, knowing that the truth is that this is what they were
taught by their peers, and they probably just haven't had the opportunity or occasion to learn anything different
yet.
A month or two ago, on this very page, I wrote about my concerns with the state of rider training in this
country. I still stand behind what I said, and still believe that our rider education programs could be a lot better
than what they are. But because of what I wrote, some people seemed to think that I was somehow opposed to
rider training. Actually, nothing could be further from the truth, and if it helps counteract some of this
traditional lore that is still being passed down from old rider to new (which I'm sure still happens), then it's
worth its weight in gold.
But I also think that those of us who have been lucky enough to learn just how stupid these old theories are have
an obligation to pass it along to those who are, as yet, unenlightened. But we need to do it in a non-condescending way (certainly not the way I just have, with "hot button" terms like "stupid theories 1"), so that
they will listen and not just storm away in anger. I've had to learn that lesson myself, the hard way.
One last thing: For those of you who believe differently, or think some of those "stupid theories" actually have
merit-all I ask is that you remember that this column is my opinion and mine alone. Don't flame the editors or
owners of this magazine for it, but feel free to attack me, personally, if you feel so inclined. Im used to it!
Fred Rau
Motorcycle Consumer News
September 2006
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Riding Out West
The last two summers, my wife and I have “trailered” our 2001 Honda Goldwing out west to Utah for our
two-week vacation. Because of the hot summers out west, we planned our trips for the middle of May.
The first year west, (2004), we were on the north side of the Grand Canyon, close to the border of Utah and
Arizona, in a little town called Kanab. We were within about 80 miles of the north rim of the Grand Canyon.
There were also about 20 other National parks within miles, including Bryce Canyon, Grand Staircase,
Escalante National Monument and Zion National Park.
We spent a lot of time on the bike, touring through Zion National Park and Bryce Canyon. Over 2,000 miles
were logged on the bike in just two weeks. The weather was mild, in the mid 70s, cooling as we went up into
the higher mountains from Kanab. The last day of our vacation, we headed to Page, Arizona, the site of the
Glen Canyon dam on the Colorado River. The temperature was 85 and we ended up with sunburned arms for
our trip home.
This last summer, (2005), we headed west again, staying at Moab Utah, on the east side of the state.
Moab sits right on the Colorado River, in a 1200-foot canyon, close to Arches National Park. The weather in
Moab was going to be very hot, 102-104, the second week, so we headed to Cortez, CO.
From here we went to several other National Parks: Mesa Verde, Hovenweep National Monument, and Four
Corners. Mesa Verde, and Hovenweep National Monument are the only American National Parks that protect
man-made structures, as opposed to natural features. There are over 4,000 separate historic ruins, many of
them large structures built under steep, overhanging cliffs in narrow canyons. Four Corners is the only place in
the US where four states meet in the same spot.
All in all, it was a great time, and I would recommend it to anyone who likes the out-of-doors.
The rock formations and landscape are like nothing what we have in Michigan. You better be prepared for the
heat of the southwest, even in mid-May.
For more information on the National Parks, visit:
http://www.americansouthwest.net/index.shtml
Gary L. Francis
Programmer Analyst Senior Professional
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Future Rides:

For Sale:

There are no future rides to post at this time.
Please email any rides to the following address:
bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
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Chapter Director’s Ramblings
Well the 20th Midnight Ride is in the books. We just can’t thank everyone enough who helped pull this off, both from our
chapter and from our neighbors. While Chapter G may be the one who organizes this event we wouldn’t have a chance of pulling it off
without the help of all the chapters around who put in time and energy to help. It goes without saying that when they hold their events
we’ll be there in full force. From the feedback, we received at the casino on Saturday it appears as though the ride itself was a huge
success. We know the weather was great with temps in the 60’s most of the way. We understand there were a few problems along the
way but we’ll work on them and get them ironed out before next years ride. We’ve received several emails already and they have all
been very positive. It was really great talking to all of the different types of riders who support JDRF and us. We don’t have final
numbers yet on the size of the donation but we’re sure it will equal or exceed last year’s. What a great bunch of people motorcyclists
are for digging into their wallets when times are the way they are. We’re proud to be associated with them no matter what brand they
may ride. We only wish everyone who looks down their nose at the leathers and tattoos would have the opportunity to experience
something like the Midnight Ride, the Ride for Kids or the many other events of this type. We’re sure it would change a lot of
attitudes.
Now that August is gone we need to look at September. Anyone who thinks the season is over after Labor Day needs to look
again. In September, we have R2’s chili run, K2’s anniversary breakfast, G2’s roof sit ride, Region D rally, N’s anniversary and many
more fun things to do. Let’s show everyone how much we appreciate their support by attending as many of these events as possible
this month. Well there isn’t much else to ramble on about so let us thank everyone for their participation and we hope everyone rides
safely.
Jim & Julie Meredith

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
Random Thoughts on the Midnight Ride
We have participated in the Midnight Ride for 10 years, half of the life of the ride. When we started with the chapter we were asked if
we would be a tail gunner. We readily agreed and spent several years as tail gunners. More often than not the stops we made resulted
in no need for a pick up trailer. It was usually a ‘rest room’ stop for one or the other riders and/or a stop to add another layer of
clothes. This is certainly better than finding someone with mechanical trouble.
It was an awe-inspiring site to see hundreds of bikes in front of you. In some sections we could literally see miles of red taillights. I
specifically recall following a Harley that was lit up like a Christmas tree. They certainly didn’t have trouble with being visible ☺
Loud too.
When we started with the chapter, the ride stopped in Mackinaw City. The evolution of the ride has led us to Saint Ignace. Several
years ago, we were asked to lead the ride. What a pleasure and an honor. Leading the group over the Bridge continues to be exciting.
Watching all the folks who came out to see us is an amazing sight.
We have ridden in all kinds of weather. One year we did the entire ride in a windbreaker. One year we nearly froze to death. We left
Houghton Lake in 27 degrees. Burrr. While Saint Ignace isn’t 100 miles north of everywhere, it certainly seemed like it when it was
that cold. The folks on the overpass in the middle of the night continue to astonish me. But, they are like spring flowers; we can
expect to see them every year.
Whatever the weather, I personally try to focus on the cause when the ride gets uncomfortable. My discomfort lasts for a few hours.
The people with diabetes have a lifetime of discomfort. We have lost friends to complications of this awful disease. Two of my staff
at work also battle the disease on a daily basis. I would love to see a cure in our lifetime and hope our donation to the research helps
in some small way.
As I write this, we are getting ready for our 20th Anniversary ride tomorrow night. It looks like nature is going to smile on us. But if
adverse weather happens, we will trudge on to our destination and keep a smile on our face…..even if it’s frozen or wet.
Jan Snyder
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The Co-Riders’ Corner

Hello Co-Riders!!! Here is your chance to express yourselves. Here is your chance to share thoughts, words of
wisdom, recipes, or just most anything that you would like to share with other Co-Riders. So, have fun and be
your creative selves and share your ideas here. All you have to do is to send your contributions to the following
email address: bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~***
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September Schedule
On September 1, we will take a ride to Lake Michigan to see the sunset we will meet at Meijer’s gas station on
Alpine NW and 7 Mile Road NW at 6:30pm.
On September 1 and 2, Region D hosts a rally in Indiana for those who would like to go.
Also, on September 2, we will have a ride for ice cream. We will decide where at that time. We will meet at
Meijer’s gas station Alpine NW and 7 Mile Road NW at 9:00 am..
On September 3, we’ll begin our day with breakfast at Susie’s
Our approximate time for leaving will be 10 am. .

* at 9 o’clock, with a hat ride after breakfast.

September 8 Chapter G-2 hosts this ride for the kids. For those who would like to ride, we will meet at 7:45pm at
Village Motorsport's on Plainfield NE. Then we will join G-2 at Dykema’s Law Offices on Plainfield across from
Lowe’s. They would like as many bikes as possible. Both groups will be leaving from Dykema’s Law Offices on
Plainfield at 9 pm.
On September 9, Chapter R-2 hosts a Fun and Chili Run in Ionia. We will meet at Meijer’s gas station on the
East Beltline NE near Knapp NE at 9 am. The cost is $5.00. First bike out at 10am, and last bike in at 3pm.
September 9, Ride to Paw Paw for the Harvest Festival. Meet at Susie’s*for breakfast at 9 am. and leave at 10am.
September 10 Chapter K-2 in Big Rapids is celebrating their anniversary breakfast at the RuddiDux
Restaurant. We will meet at “Harley’s” Mobil gas station on the corner of
14 Mile Road and Northland Drive in Rockford at 7 am. The breakfast begins at 8 am.
September 14, Thursday is our monthly General Meeting at O’Malley’s restaurant on Alpine NW
just south of 6 Mile Road NW. (Our Staff Meeting was cancelled for September).
September 16 riding to Old Channel Inn in Montague along Lakeshore for lunch just for fun.
Meet at Meijer’s gas station on Alpine NW and 7 Mile Road NW at 10 am.
September 17 Hat Ride after breakfast at Susie's.* Leaving by 10 am.
September 23 Chapter N is hosting their anniversary party at Pamona Park in Fruitport. The celebration begins at
10 am. until 2 pm. It is $10 for all the pizza you can eat, soft drinks and desserts. Meet at Meijer’s gas station on
Alpine NW and 7 Mile Road NW at 9 am. Directions to Pamona Park: I-96 West to Exit 4 (not Exit 5). At the
end of the ramp, turn left (South), go under the expressway, go to the next traffic signal and turn left. Go until You
see Grover Pharmacy on the left, Pamona Park will be on the right.
September 24 I will be taking everybody to Hell so for all those who would like to come along we will be
meeting at Meijer’s gas station on the East Beltline NE near Knapp NE at 9 am.
.
September 30 Saugatuck Michigan. We will meet at the East Beltline NE near Knapp NE Meijer’s gas station
at 9 am..
These are the rides that I have figured out for the month. I am a new ride coordinator.
So, if anybody has any suggestions let me know and I will do my best to schedule a ride for them. I probably
forgot a lot of things so be patient.

* Susie’s is on Knapp NE just west of Fuller NE.
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Advertising Space Available
Right Here
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Come visit us at West
Shore
Motorsports let us show
you why we’re the best...
2371 Henry St. Muskegon Mi. 49441
Call 1-800-962-0979
Or 1-231-759-0979

GWRRA MI-G
Jim & Julie Meredith
13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs, Mi. 49319

Page 12

