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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Michigan * Region D * Chapter MI-G * Midnight Riders

MEETING PLACE, DAY, and TIME
***THAT PLACE***
2162 Plainfield NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49595
Breakfast 8:30, Gathering 9:00 am
For more information, or to be added to our phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff.
See page 2 for contact information. We hope to see you out there.....Ride Safely.
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Midnight Ride Photos are at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/38954675@N00/6087556378/in/set-72157627409489089
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STAFF CONTACTS
Region D Directors

Web Guru

District Couple of the Year 2011

Roger and Penny Hurley

C.J. Shroll

937-698-4443

616-437-0305

Ken & Patti Kintner were selected at
Wingless Weekend 2011

RHURLEY3@woh.rr.com

cjshroll@aol.com

Michigan District Directors

Mail all newsletters to:

Bill and Vicky Young

Randy and Fay Vieu

734-301-3492

2270 Greendale Drive

wvyoungsr@comcast.net

Jenison, MI 49428

Assistant District Directors

Greeters & Attendance

Farmer and Teri Rodgers

Ken and Ann Byxbe

231-893-4108
mrandmrsfarmer@yahoo.com

Region D Couple of the Year
2010-2011
Kirby and Sandy White were
selected at the Region D Rally

Phone Tree Coordinators
Lyle and Sherrell Wright

Chapter G Directors

616-361-6287

Randy and Fay Vieu
616-662-1399

Advertising Department

R.vieu@att.net

Harry Emmert
616-363-2159

Chapter G

Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

2011 Couple of the Year
John & Sharon Smith

Newsletter Editor

616-

Howard Stob

zephyr70@comcast.net

616-538-1087
mr.wingman@me.com

Chapter G Website
http://www.mi-gmidnightriders.org

GWRRA National Website
http://www.gwrra.org/

Region D Website
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org

Midnight Ride Vendors
Howard Stob
616-538-1087
Treasurer

mr.wingman@me.com

Marcia Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net
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Michigan District Website
http://www.gwrra-mi.org

Chapter G Ride Information
Rides will be Weather Permitting
We will take a ride after the Gatherings starting in June.
Group rides and or activities from other Chapters can be posted here.

September Ride/Activity Schedule
For complete links to State Chapter Activities, go to:
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/ChapterEvents.htm
Planned Ride Information
Sept 10!
!
!
Sept 10!
!
!

Chapter C2 Freedom Ride for Veterans. Meet at Meijerʼs Gas 7 mile and Alpine
10:30
Bikers for Bethany tour of Western Michigan 9:00 am
http://www.bethany.org/pdfs/BikersBrochure.pdf

Sept 11!
!
!

Chapter Gathering. After, weʼll travel to Chapter K2ʼs Anniversary Party.
Fay and Randy will be traveling by car.

Sept 15-17! Region D Great Lake Monster Mash. See Flyer (page 8) for details.
!
!
See Region D web for hour by hour schedule. Check with members for possible
!
!
day ride there.
Sept 17!
!
!

JDRF walk. Meet in front of Ford Museum 8:00 am to help support JDRF and
show off our bikes.

Ron Rowe (original Mi-G CD) and Fay Vieu rang the bell for Midnight Ride 2011
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CD’s Corner
Randy and Fay Vieu
Chapter G Directors

Fay and I would really like to thank everyone who helped to put on this year’s 25th Midnight Ride. If
it wasn’t for all the chapters that stepped forward to help and the three CMA groups and individuals
that helped, there would have not been enough people to run the ride safely. This year’s ride was one
of the best in recent years (as I was told) weather was great, police were there to help at all the right
places. Tee shirts sales were good, people in general were great and had very few problems. Mostly
battery and tire issues were what drove the tail gunners and Xtreme towing to stay very busy. Sales
were down with most vendors, but that has been the trend this year. I hope that we have met or beat
last year’s totals for the ride. I think the whole chapter deserves a pat on the back for a job well done.
Fay and I also had the opportunity to meet Ron & Jan Rowe who were the Chapter directors at the
time the midnight ride started. We had a lot of fun talking and watching Ron wonder around and talk
with all the riders who were there for the ride. We also had the opportunity to meet their daughter
Melissa, who was also there on her new 98 shadow. Ron and Fay shared the ringing of the bell to start
the 25th Midnight Ride.
As most of you have heard I was in a motorcycle / car accident. I broke my ankle and tibia up at the
knee which required surgery. It will be near the end of September before I will be able to start to start
to walk on it. Then more time before I will be able to fully walk on it. Fay and I had planned on
stepping down as your Chapter Directors at the end of this year. But the accident has changed our
plans, so they are looking for new CD’s to replace us as soon as possible. It has been Fay’s and my
pleasure to serve as Chapter directors for three years that we have done it. We had hoped to grow the
chapter but it seems that all chapters are having trouble getting new members. Maybe some of the
new programs will help to generate new members and Chapter G will continue to be the great chapter
it is.
Also Randy Wescott (Wing Ding 2011 News) wants to include the following:
In addition to the appreciation we have for the skills of the Participants in this year's Top Gun
experience, please extend my genuine thanks to the volunteers who helped put on this event. Without
their assistance this could not have been accomplished. They helped create a professional atmosphere
that resulted in many quality performances: Jim & Julie Meredith and Len & Jan Snyder Mi-G.
Thanks
Chapter Directors
Randy & Fay Vieu
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The 25th Anniversary of The Midnight Ride - 2011
GWRRA's Chapter Mi-G
At 11:59:59, August 15, 1986 Mi-G Chapter Director Ron Rowe, dressed in a Paul Revere outfit, rang the bell and
started the first Midnight Ride to Mackinaw. Twenty-five years later, at 11:59:59, August 19, 2011, Ron Rowe, with
his wife Jan and daughter Melissa, again rang the bell and more than 350 motorcycles left the Meijer's parking lot
for GWRRA Mi-G's annual Midnight Ride to support JDRF. With a police motorcycle escort, we entered the
expressway with a bright half moon and starry skies leading the way.
On this first leg of our journey, we were welcomed by throngs of people on the over passes and next to the road
waving lights and flags. Every major intersection was covered by police flashing lights controlling traffic. More
groups of motorcycles joined as we passed by. We arrived at our first destination (Alma MI) at 1:30 am.
There were another 100 motorcycles waiting for us in Alma. Walmart provided a well lit parking lot, coffee and eats,
and bathrooms. With another police escort (for traffic control) we left at 2:45 am. Temperatures hovered from 64º 67º with partly cloudy skies giving us a good excuse to ride.
We arrived at Houghton Lake at 4:00 am to Mid Michigan Medical's parking lot where members of Mi-Chapter Y
were there proving coffee and goodies to munch on. Several gas stations stayed open for us needing gas or other
necessities. A lot more motorcycles were there waiting to join us.
Leaving at 5:00 am, we were hoping to miss threatening skies. Everyone was happy to miss this storm by about 40
minutes! We all love dry roads at that time of the night. We got to Gaylord at 5:50 am where Glen's Market's
parking lot had another 100 motorcycles waiting for us. Coffee and donuts were provide by Glen's staff as well as
clean bathrooms.
With another police escort guiding us out to the highway at 6:50 am we set out for our final part of our trip. We
arrived at the Mackinac Bridge at 8:00 am to a rousing group of people waving flags, taking pictures, and
encouraging us on. Kewadin Casino provided us a good warm breakfast and a place to unwind.
We finished our 25th Midnight Ride with no wind, no rain, no sleet, no snow, or no fog like we have had on previous
rides. This was a great ride. No, this was a fantastic ride! But that's just half of the story.
Planning began in September 2010 with the Tee shirt design, designing the brochure, and looking for volunteers to
coordinate major things like parking lots, vendors, police, first aid, emergency and towing help etc.
Volunteers from Chapters D2, G2, O, K2, L2, N, Y, CMA Groups from Muskegon, Kalamazoo, and Grand Rapids
were asked and provided much needed parking lot control. Extreme Towing provided a truck to handle motorcycle
emergencies. Several Michigan police agencies through out the state provided traffic control. Major stores
provided parking lots and their store services. And all of this for JDRF. More than $330,000 has been raised on the
past rides and we're hoping for more than $25,000 this year.
During the weekend, nearly 1200 - 1500 riders participated by driving from Grand Rapids to St. Ignace and enjoyed
a host of activities that were held to accompany them into the area on their annual ride. To the average motorcycle
rider, the 25th Midnight Ride was a very easy ride. But behind the scenes were a lot of people coordinating things
and providing free services. Chapter Mi-G says a big "Thank You" to all of you. We're looking forward to next year!
Howard Stob
Chapter Mi-G Newsletter Editor

5

25th Annual Midnight Ride
GWRRA Chapter MI-G
August 19, 20, 2011
This year, we decided to ride to St. Ignace On Friday morning instead of riding at midnight.
Since 2001, we have ridden the Midnight Ride at night. We thought it would be great to see
all of the bikes covering the Mackinac Bridge.
We got up early on Friday morning and met our friends at 8:30 am. We took our time and took
a different way to our destination. We had a great ride, stopping here and there for pit stops
and refreshments. We stopped at Lake CIty for lunch. When we got to St. Ignace we meet
more friends and went to dinner there and visited with our friend.
Saturday morning we arose and rode to the bridge. Many others joined us, waiting for the
bikes to arrive. After parking our motorcycle, we started walking toward the bridge to get a
good view. There we saw a lady holding a small monkey. We just had to take a photo of her
and her pet.
We walked past the toll gates and found a good spot to take photos. As we watched, there
were some stranglers, a few motorcycles here and there. We waited, which seemed like a long
time. Then we saw the Lead Group approaching. Then came the rest of the Midnight RIders.
It was breathtaking! Bike after bike crossing the bridge!
It was a wondrous site to see all of those motorcycles crossing the Mighty Mac, and all for a
very great cause.
At breakfast, we talked with some of the riders. They told us that they had a great ride, that it
didn’t rain and wasn’t as cold as it had been sometimes. Of course, there was one person who
would like to have the ride earlier in the month, because she was cold. But from what I
understand, it wasn’t as cold and rainy and it had been for us last lyear.
A great big thanks to everyone who helped Chapter MI-G to make this 25th Annual Midnight
Ride a successful one.

Ezra and Marilynn Bostic
GWRRA members
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17th Annual Anniversary
Celebration
Sept. 11, 2011 11:00 am– 2:00 pm
50/50


























Due to regulations, NO Pets
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association

!"#$%&'(')*"+,'-+."/'0%&/,"*'0+/1'
September 15-17, 2011
Branch County Fairgrounds, COLDWATER, MI
Rider ______________________________ GWRRA# __________________ Exp.Date__________
Co-Rider____________________________ GWRRA# __________________ Exp.Date__________
Address _______________________________________________ Number of Children _________
City _______________________________________ State _________ Zip____________________
Phone _______________________ Email ______________________________ Chapter_________
Pre-Registration before Sept. 03, 2011
Quantity: ____________ x $20 per person

GWRRA Member

$___________

Note: Pre-Registration Chapter Directors, Life and Gold Members are half price.

Non-GWRRA Member

Quantity: ____________ x $25 per person

$___________

Full Registration ± Entitles patron to full participation in ALL activities and events in the Rally.
Region D Rally Pins will be given with the first 1,000 full registrations.
Registration after September 03, 2011
GWRRA Members $25, Non-members $30, Children 15 and under free
Day Passes on site: GWRRA Members $18, Non-members $20

Masters Breakfast & Region D Merit Award Ceremony ± On Site
For Level IV Master Tour Riders, Co-Riders & Guests only. _______ x $5.00 per person

$___________

Camping Fees (Thursday thru Saturday only, for additional days see note below)
Tents and tent campers: $10 for weekend
Units ______ x $10. = $___________
$OO59¶VSHUGD\
Days ______ x $12. = $___________
Note: Campers arriving prior to Thursday or staying after Sunday are
responsible for contacting the Fairgrounds office to make arrangements.

Short Sleeve T-Shirts
Small ______ Medium ______ Large ______ X-Large ______
2X ±Large ______ 3X-Large ______

$16 each
$18 each

$__________
$__________

Polo Shirts
Small ______ Medium ______ Large ______ X-Large ______
2X-Large ______
3X-Large ______

$19 each
$21 each

$__________
$__________

Note: Shirts available by Pre-Registration and on site.

TOTAL ENCLOSED $__________
Mail Registration & Check or Money Order out to: GWRRA Region D to:
Roger & Penny Hurley, 201 South View Lane, West Milton OH, 45383

I/We do agree to confirm and comply with the ideals governing this rally, and I/we further agree to hold harmless
G.W.R.R.A., co-sponsoring organizations or any property owner(s) for any loss or injury to self in which I/we may
become involved by reason or participation in this Rally. I/we also agree to assume responsibility for any property which I/we for any property
which I/we knowingly damage. I/we have read this entire form.

5LGHU¶V6LJQDWXUHBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB_______________________________________ Date _____________
Co-5LGHU¶V6LJQDWXUHBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB'DWHBBBBBBBBBBBBB
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September Birthdays
08
Joanie Klein
12
Lyle Wright
29
Marcia Emmert
September Anniversaries
01
Ken & Ann Byxbe
02
Ron & Jan Rowe
03
Harry & Marcia Emmert
14
John & Sharon Smith
29
Howard & Ellen Stob

Honda Gond Wing Trike - 1997 with 2004 Motor
Trike conversion.
2-tone red. 50,700 Miles, easy steer front end, CB/
radio, many extra lights
and chrome. New front brakes and tire.
Price $16,900 Phone 231-766-2693
Please leave message.
J GILBERT NORWICK <cnorwick@msn.com>
Have something to sell? Contact:
Advertising Department
Harry Emmert
616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net
Please remember to let him know when you
would like to have the ad removed,
especially if the item has been sold. Thank
you.

1981 GOLDWING for sale. Asking $2000.00
O.B.O.
New starter and battery in spring of 2011
New speedometer cable, tachometer cable and
choke cable.
Runs great. 107K mi.
269-344-8880
bowlingbuzz@hotmail.com
Buzz Metzger

Region D Convention/Rally
" Monster Mash"
September 15-17
Coldwater, MI- Branch County Fairgrounds

Check out the website for more
information www.gwrra-regiond.org
Come join us for a monster of a good
time!!
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For Sale
My 1983 1100 Aspencade needs a new home. I ride this bike to work in the summer to save
gas. 40 mpg. Good mechanical shape, Has Stereo, CB, all electronic items work as they
should. See photos and send an e-mail if you're interested. Modular helmet with J&M
electronics included. $3500. I'm moving and don't have room for this bike at the new home.
Thanks. Len Snyder <lennnie55@gmail.com>
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!

Susieʼs Cafe
GOURMET COFFEE
BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY
FRESH BAKED DONUTS
GRILLED SANDWICHES
HOMEMADE SOUPS & SALADS
ICE CREAM
WIRELESS INTERNET
363-1530
1120 KNAPP NE

!
!

!

!
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GWRRA MI-G
Randy & Fay Vieu
2270 Greendale Drive
Jenison. MI 49428

